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  Dear Friends,  

  One thing I really appreciate about this community of faith is     
  that folks engage with deep and urgent matters of the heart   
  and soul. Life together committed to our great and living God   
  means being open to tremendous joy, gratitude, grace,  
  abundance, but also tremendous sorrow and trouble, great    
  courage and good hope.  
  Lately, many Christians of all stripes and other people of   
  good faith have been stirred to speak and act against the  

official abuses of power against children and families at our nation’s borders. Many folks 
in our church have also been so moved and have joined in pressuring those with power to 
bring separation of families and indefinite detainment to an immediate end and to do  
everything possible to swiftly reunite children with parents.  
Speaking personally, I worked for a time with Cristianos Por La Paz (Christians for Peace) 
in El Salvador. This experience revealed to me the situations of violence and  
desperation that drives families to take the tremendous risk of migrating north and seek-
ing asylum in the United States. When I learn about the treatment of immigrants at our 
borders, I think of specific people whom I know and care about. So, as a Christian when I 
open the scriptures and read Jesus and Moses and the Prophets commanding  
compassion for the sojourner, I hear it as marching orders. Zero tolerance violates the 
convictions of my faith.  
Regardless of your stand on this or that an issue: Times like these are a good reminder of 
an important overall task of being a Christian community together, regardless of the  
historical circumstances and our place in it. We must strive to be as clear as we can 
about our core values, our core convictions, where they come from, what they lead us to 
do and to refrain from doing. The demands of our convictions and conscience may 
change according to our station and circumstance of life. But the task is always a  
courageous one, best done in community and rooted in a tradition that is strong and good 
and centered on the Holy Source of All Life.  

Thank you all for being in it together.  
And thanks be to God, our strength and our redeemer.  
 
Peace,  
       Pastor Nathaniel 
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 Greetings.   

 It feels good to write with the energy and life of summer all  
 about me.  In the past, summer has felt like a recess for    
 our church, a suspension of normal operating procedures   
 like the choir, Sunday School, monthly meetings, church    
 attendance, etc.  While there is nothing wrong with taking    
 a well deserved break from time to time, I am seeing far    
 less evidence of this as First Congregational Church   
 heads into “summer mode” this go around.   We are  
 witnessing new folks attending service each Sunday,  
 increased planning for programs underway and in the   
 pipeline, and new people stepping up to share in the  
 excitement of making our faith community work.  It is  
 rewarding to see the Spirit working through the efforts,   
 compassion, smiles, and determination of the good  
 people of our church.  You all are the best! 
 
 As I move into the mid-year as Moderator I will be joining   
 the Council and Trustees in turning attention toward our   
 annual Stewardship Drive.  More on that later.  In the   
 meantime, you might be wondering: hmmm…if I wanted     
 to support a function of our church, something like the  
 summer music fund, Wednesday soup lunch, the OWL  
(Our Whole Lives) program…how would I do it?  If writing   
 checks and including a memo for your designated gift   
 works for you, great.  Some of you may not be in the habit   
 of check writing.  If preferable, consider giving  
 electronically by establishing First Congregational Church   
 as a vendor in your online bill pay accounts, or give    
 through the PayPal account on our website.  Analog or   
 digital, your contributions to our church and its important   
 outreach to our valley is a key component of helping meet   
  the critical needs of our community. 
 
 Have a great summer, and thanks for sharing part of your 
“break” with us.  Together we are strong. 
 
 Blessings, 
          JR 
 

“May I become at 
all times, both now 
and forever 
 
A protector for 
those without pro-
tection, 
A guide for those 
who have lost their 
way, 
A ship for those 
with oceans to 
cross, 
A bridge for those 
with rivers to cross, 
A sanctuary for 
those in danger, 
A lamp for those 
without light,  
A place of refuge 
for those who lack 
shelter, 
And  a servant to 
all in need.” 
        ~ Shantideva 
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Welcome, New Members! 
As most of you know, on June 10th ,we joyfully welcomed  7 new  
members into our church family!  If you haven’t met them yet, consider 
seeking them out and introducing yourself , you'll be happy that you did. 

In order to help us get acquainted,  each new member shared a little bit 
about themselves: 
 
 
 
 
 
Jessica Cerullo 
Jessica originally hails from the seaside town of Mystic, Connecticut. She moved to 
Walla Walla with her husband, David and their daughter, Valia. Jessica teaches in the  
department of theater and dance at Whitman College. 
  
 

Ron & Judy Gibbs 
Judy and Ron Gibbs recently located back to Washington State from Albuquerque, New 
Mexico.  They have been active in the Congregational Church for almost 50 years.  Ron 
has been in leadership positions in several churches, before and after his career in the 
not-for-profit world.  Judy has been involved in planning events at many churches, as 
well as serving as the office administrator at the Kirkland (WA) Congregational 
Church.  Both were also founding members of the Sammamish UCC Congregational 
Church on the Sammamish Plateau in Issaquah, WA.  Judy and Ron are looking for-
ward to becoming involved in the life of the First Congregational Church of Walla Walla 
and continuing to explore everything this part of the state has to offer! 
 
 
Priscilla Ingebrigtsen 
Priscilla came from an evangelical background, which became meaningless to her after  
college. 
She and her husband have been married for 50 years. While her husband was studying 
at Stanford, they met folks from the Jesus seminar. They found a faith with meaning and 
searched for a denomination where they could live out their faith. 
They love the outdoors and have a funky vintage Airstream in mothballs but hope to get 
it out and do some camping soon. 
 (By the way, Priscilla  is the mother of Nikki Gryler.) 
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Linnea Benson Keatts 
Linnea grew up in Michigan. She and her husband, Robert, came to the Pacific  
Northwest in 1970 and have lived in Walla Walla for 30 years! She is an  
occupational therapist and retired fourteen years ago from the Walla Walla Public 
School district. Her sister, Kari Miller, and she are so happy to be joining FCC together! 
  
 
 

Dr. David Meeker 
Dave Meeker grew up in Pensacola, in the “panhandle” of Florida. He attended college 
and medical school at Tulane, in New Orleans.  As an Army doc in France, he met an 
incredible gal, Mary, from Dixie, Washington, which started 50 years of a soul-sharing 
marriage until her death 14 months ago. With two preschool boys, the couple arrived in 
the Walla Walla Valley in 1976, where Mary could claim hometown status but David had 
to cloak his outlander origins in 32 years of group pathology practice at all 3 (then)  
Walla Walla hospitals.  
Their membership in FCC was a prominent, warm, part of their family’s life during  
Their children’s school years, until we lapsed during institutional and personal changes. 
Mary’s funeral at FCC spring boarded David’s rethinking and a desire to reconnect to 
the challenging Christian ethos, faithfulness, and brotherhood evident in this congrega-
tion.  David’s  membership implies his aim to be supportive, participatory, and hopeful 
as he continues his faith-journey in this church! 
 
  
 

Kari Benson Miller 
Kari is originally from Michigan. She and her husband raised three children there while 
Kari  worked as a school nurse. She and her husband moved here in 2003 to be closer 
to her sister, Linnea Keatts, and their daughter. 
Music is very important to Kari ~ she plays the flute in the community band. 
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Cedar Lake Tales ~ Part 1 

 
Chip and I have been away from Walla Walla for almost 

 a month, and we are busy logging new adventures every day.   
This will be the 61st year of our wilderness camp in northern  
Minnesota near Ely.  We are 120 miles north of Duluth and just 
 a couple miles from the Canada border.  Fortunately, there are 
 no government plans to build a border wall.   Up here Canadians  
are our friends. 

On our journey east, we stopped for a night with Char  
and Steve Van Slyke.  Their cabin is 100 miles from our camp,  
and we treasure their friendship. 

The ice had gone out on the lakes in our area on May 9.   
Fortunately, ice-out was hastened by 10 days in the 80s, so  
Cedar Lake was a balmy 68 when we arrived.  Chip was the first one in, but I was a close second.  We blissfully 
washed away our travel weariness and were eager for the 2018 season to begin.   Although Minnesota had  
record snows, the winter was gentle on our trees. I hiked our trails on both sides of the lake, and the half  
dozen windfalls were no bigger than two inches. I spent several days clearing them and brushing out the 
trails.  Chip loves that job, especially on the roadless side of the lake. Where she explores I will never know, 
but she always finds her way back to me, especially when I go near our kayak. She can swim the quarter mile 
back to the cabin; but really prefers to ride. 

The first birds to appear at the feeders were ruby throated hummingbirds.  The chickadees and  
nuthatches didn’t show up for ten days, but now they are back.  Of course the tiny red squirrels are on duty as 
chief Chip tormenters.   

We paddled a mile down the lake one morning to see if the traditional loon nest in a sheltered island 
cove was occupied. Nope, no loon there.  Several days later there was one on the nest and its mate was diving  
nearby.  We quietly paddled by as the nesting loon lowered its body and pointed its long beak in our direc-
tion. The other loon dove and swam under the kayak just inches from us.  Each day for a week we paddled 
down to check on the loons and say hello. The nest was being patiently guarded and the eggs warmed. It takes 
a long time to hatch baby loons, but within minutes after they break their shells they are swimming with their  
parents and won’t return to land until ready to mate.  They are so cute and we get to watch them grow up all 
summer long. 

One rainy misty evening we were returning from loon watch, and as I pulled the kayak up at our landing, 
my cell phone fell out of my pocket and slid down the slippery rock into a foot of water. Luckily it settled into 
a crack in the rock before descending to the sixty-foot lake bottom. I could see its lighted face, so I slid down 
into the water, and grabbed it. I dried it off, warmed it up, prayed a little, and tried a call.  It still worked! The 
audio was faint, but the clock kept good time. I charged it all night, and in the morning it was healthy again. 
Since a cell is a lifeline in our remote wilderness, when I left Ely the next day to visit my son in Oshkosh, I 
went right to the Verizon store. I now have a new phone …  of course a flip phone.  (I figure I’m as smart as I 
care to be and don’t need a smart phone --- with apologies to all you techies.)   

We miss you all, but are so fortunate to be here working with young people in the wilderness.  Feel free 
to call.  I have a great new phone.  

    Lee and Chip, too 
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We did it!  
Our inaugural run of OWL (Our Whole 

Lives) Sexuality Education Program 

was a smashing success. After  

twenty-five 90-minute workshops ~ 

running from December through 

June ~ the time has come to shout 

out a well-earned CONGRATULATIONS 

to the 7 youth  who completed the 

program.  

 

We applaud their courage, integrity, 

vulnerability, curiosity, open-

mindedness, commitment to self-

reflection, and the great spoonfuls 

of laughter that made all the  

awkwardness more palatable. We 

couldn’t be prouder or more hopeful 

as we send these 7 on their way with 

a solid footing in the 4 Core Values of 

OWL: Self-Worth; Sexual Health;  

Responsibility; Justice & Inclusivity.  

 

This program wouldn’t have been 

possible without the vision of Dot  

Willis and Adam Kirtley, the leadership 

of Pastor Nathaniel, the behind-the-

scenes work of Gayle Kubrock, the 

dedication of these youths’ parents, 

and the good faith and financial  

support of our larger FCC community.  

 

Thank you all so much for your belief 

in religious education for the whole 

child ~ as youth and adults pro-

claimed repeatedly throughout these 

workshops - “It’s complicated!” 
 

 

It’s  

Complicated! 

Our Whole Lives (OWL) 

We want to share the medals awarded to the kids . 
These medals were designed by Cindi Abbott and not 
only acknowledged completion but they also lent 
some needed tongue-in-cheek humor. 
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School Supply Drive 
July 1st ~ July 31st 

 

It’s time for our annual youth-sponsored School Supplies 
Drive for kids at Lincoln Terrace.  

We typically fill a backpack with items from their schools/teachers lists 
for about 15 students every year. Most needed are the backpacks 
themselves - all sizes, all genders. Please donate whatever you’re able 
to the church during the month of July. We’ll have a bin in the atrium 
during services, and in the office at all other times. Checks are also very 
welcome.  

Thank you so much for your support of this important ministry.  
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♥ In order to protect the privacy of our 

members and friends, we do not display 
personal information in the web version 

☼ Congratulations to Michael 
Gordon (son of Brenda and Russ) 
who won the 25th Onion Man  
Triathlon at Bennington Lake. He 
defended his title in a time of 
2:09.19. Michael lives in Maine 
but still considers Walla Walla 
home.  
 

☼ Congratulations to Dr. Rachel 
Elfenbein for receiving a contract 
to publish a book on Venezuela 
with University of Texas Press. 
 

☼ Annie Eveland's UB column of 
May 27th featured Carol Blue's 
granddaughter Hana Bobrow-
Strain's year as an exchange stu-
dent in Italy. Hana was sponsored 
by Walla Walla Noon Rotary and 
Rotary International. Her love of 
languages paid off as her classes 
were all in Italian. Carol reports 
that Hana had a wonderful, rich 
experience and she will begin her 
senior year at Wa-Hi this fall. 

  

Jane Drabeck has decided to  

 retire as the principal teacher for    

 the intermediate Sunday School   

 class.  She will still be participating   

 with some special projects for   

 this age group in the future. 

 We recognize and thank Jane for   

 her 15  years of  volunteer  

 dedication to Christian Education,   

 her  work with the Youth Group   

 and the Sunday School program   

 For youth in our church.  She was  

 the  chairman of CE for most of   

 Her volunteer years, guiding  

 programs for all the age groups.   

 She  has expressed her love of    

 children through her work and  

 has encouraged their growth as  

 Christian young people. 

                                  ~ Dot Willis 

Summer Music at Worship 

With our choir off for the summer, we 
can always use special donations to help 
us bring guest musicians to worship. 

Just put "Summer Music" on the memo 
line of your check, on an envelope for 
cash OR go to the green Online Giving tab 
at our website:          

www.firstchurchuccww.org 
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Men’s 
Breakfast 
Saturday 
July 14th 
9:00 am 

 All men, (members, friends, &  
visitors) are invited.  All you 
have to do is show 
up, fill up & enjoy 
the fellowship!             

 
 
 
 

 
 

Dances of the Universal     
Peace 

Thursday, July 12th 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

Chapel 

No Summer Break This Year! 

   Everyone is invited!   The Dances are    

   simple, and easy-to-learn circle  

   dances.  We use sacred  phrases,    

   chants, movements, and music from     

   the world’s  wisdom traditions.    
                                     ~ Led by Rena Coon 

 
Potluck in Pioneer Park 
(Sponsored by the Board of Trustees) 

Sunday, July 29th  
directly following service  

  Pioneer Park Garden Center 
 

P-themed Party  

 Trustees will Provide:  

 fried Poultry  
 Pickles and  
 Popsicles 

 Bring your favorite summer: 

 Pasta dish  
 Potato salad or  
 Pudding  

 Be ready to Play:  

 Pickleball on the playground 
and 

 Popping water balloons.  
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Please have your vouchers turned in by the  
dates indicated  below. 

Thanks! 

Trustees Meeting 
No meeting in July 

 

Deacons Meeting 
Wednesday, July 11th, 6:30 pm 

 
Council Meeting 

Sunday, July 15th, 11:30 am 

Tuesday, July 24th 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

July 2018 

Have a safe and happy 4th 

of July! 

Soup Lunch Wednesdays 
July 

 We have our soup-makers for this 
month!! That’s amazing! 
 
If you would are interested in  
becoming one of the Lunch Bunch  
or would like to be added to our  
on-call list.  July 5 - August 8, please          
call Judy Chacon at  525-6618. 
 
Much appreciation to Judy Chacon & 
Priscilla Ingebrigtsen for volunteering 
to act as the Lunch Bunch 
Coordinators, July 5 through August 
8!! 
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Senior High Camp (Grades 10-College) 
July 8 ~ July 14 
 
Intermediate Camp (Grades 5-6) 
July 15~ July 21 
 
Rainbow Retreat (Ages 19-99) 
July 20 ~ July 22 
 
Kid’s Camp (Grades 2-4) 
July 15 ~ July 18 
 
Family Camp #1  
July 26 ~ August 4 
 
Junior High Camp (Entering 7th, 8th, 9th grades) 
August 5~ August 11 
 
Family Camp #2 
August 12 ~ August 18 

  
Registering 
If you’re interested in attending one or more of these camp experiences, 
It’s easy!  Just log onto www.n-sid-sen.org and click on the camp you wish to 
attend and then “Register for this session”. It’s THAT easy! 
  

  
  

    2018                                               

  N-SID-SEN 
CAMP & RETREAT CENTER  

Lake Couer d’Alene 

“ We need to find God, and He cannot be found in noise and restlessness. 

God is the friend of silence. See how nature-trees, flowers, grass-grows in 

silence; see the stars, and the moon and the sun, how they move in  

silence… We need silence to be able to touch souls.” 

         ~ Mother Theresa 
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     One-Ingredient Frozen Banana  
   “Ice  Cream” 

                Serves: 2   Time: 5 minutes 

Ingredients 
2 ripe bananas-sliced and frozen 

Directions 
1. Add frozen bananas to food processor & blend. 

2. Occasionally scrape down the sides and continue to blend until 
smooth, approximately 3-5 minutes. 

3. Scoop into a bowl and enjoy immediately as a soft serve! For 
firmer ice cream, place in an airtight freezer-safe container and 
freeze for at least 1 hour. 

May Add: Nut butter, nuts, fresh fruit, honey, spices, or coconut 
milk (for a creamier texture.  Experiment! 

 Ice Cream in a Bag 
 
 
 
 
 

Yields 
1 

Total Time 
15 minutes 

Ingredients                            

1  Cup half-&-half 
2 Tbls. Sugar 
1/2 tsp. pure vanilla extract 
3 Cups Ice 
1/3 Cup kosher salt 
1 quart size Ziploc baggie & 1 gallon size Ziploc baggie 
 
Directions 

1. In a small Ziploc bag, combine half-&-half, sugar & vanilla. 
     Push out excess air & seal. 
2. Into a larger Ziploc bag, combine ice and salt. 
3. Place small bag inside the bigger bag and shake  
     vigorously, 7 to 10 minutes, until ice cream has hardened. 
Remove from bag and ENJOY with your favorite ice cream 
toppings! 

OR 



13 

We had a really nice time on Sunday, June 17th. Our families ~ the Van Slykes 
and the Grylers, prepared and hosted the meal. 

It was a good day to honor the fathers in the crowd.  We served a spaghetti 
dinner, which was enjoyed by all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next dinner will be Sunday, July 15th. Volunteers are always needed & 
appreciated!! 

 
Christian Aid Center Dinner 

June 17th 

Theo 
Gryler 

       & 
Kellen 

VanSlyke 

Elise Gryler 
        & 
Eric Gryler 

Courtney  
Kress Van Slyke 
           & 

Nicole Gryler 
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Helping Hands        

A Great Way to Serve 

Liturgist 

July   1  Jonathan Webster 
July   8 Open 
July 15 Sue Lundgren 
July 22 Cheryl Pira 
July 29 Open 

  

     Coffee Hour 

July   1 Punkey Adams 
July   8 Heidi McFarley 
July 15 Jen Rickard 
July 22 Sue Lundgren 
July 29 Open 
  
    

Sign-up sheets are available in the atrium & 
each Sunday following worship or you may 

call the office at 525-8753. 

Christian Aid Center 
Volunteer Opportunities 

• Chapel Speakers (6:30 to 7:00 pm)  
     various dates available 
• Childcare Providers (Mon. through Fri. 

9:00 to 11:00 a.m. shifts, along with 
Tues. and Thurs. from 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m.) 

• Receptionist (various shifts available) 
• Kitchen Host (morning and evening 

shifts available) 
• Hair Stylist 
• Registered Nurses 
Our volunteer application is available 
online at www.christianaidcenter.org  
 
Contact Jeannette Regalado at 525-7153 

 

Just One Thing 

 
The number of guests who come to 
our Wednesday Free Lunch Ministry 
is growing with each month. We 
need your help and generosity to 
help ensure that we can continue to 
provide a hot meal each week to all 
those who are in need.  

On the 1st.  Sunday of each month 
(August 5th) the “Cornucopia Cart” 
will be outside the door to the 
church. We invite you to bring “Just 
One Thing” to place in the cart. The 
“one thing” can be any one of the 
 following: 
Chicken broth, diced tomatoes, 
caned white beans, canned black 
beans, Minestrone (or) Chicken 
Noodle soup mix, sliced bread, 
packaged cookies, apple juice.  

These are the basic kitchen staples 
that we need to ensure that each of 
our guests is welcomed each week 
with a hot meal and something to 
drink. It is then our joy to give them a 
warm welcome and a big smile! 

Matthew 25:35  For I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed 
me. 
 Thank you ~ Galen Unruh 
  

http://www.christianaidcenter.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A35&version=ESV
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First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

 
     

    Ministerial Leadership 
    Minister Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
     
 

    2018 Church Officers 
    Moderator  J. R. Van Slyke 
    Past Moderator Mary Wilen 
    Vice Moderator Emily Asmus 
    Clerk   Larry Frank 
    Treasurer  Kim Croft 
    Financial Secretary Bernie Newman 
    Asst. Fin. Secretary Jonathan Webster  
    Head Usher   Sam Kirtley 
    Diaconate       Judy Chacon 
    Christian Ed  Dot Willis 
    Trustees  Dana Taggart 
    Mission/Social Concern 
   Heidi McFarley 
    Music  Open 
    . . . and Affirming Open 
 
 

   Staff 
    Office Manager Gayle Kubrock 
    Bookkeeper             Kim Croft 
    Custodian  Irina Kostenko 
    Organist  Jackie Wood 
    Choir Director Julie Jones 
    Webmaster  Parke Thomas    
 
     

   Church Office Hours 
    Tues - Fri 
    9 am - 2 pm 
  
 

   Pastoral Assistance 
  Church Office           525-8753 
  Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
     (608) 469-1406 
 
 

We celebrate our diversity as an  
expression of God’s Creative love.  We  
welcome persons of all age, race, gender, 
sexual orientation, marital status, and  
physical and mental ability. 

You can read Pastor Nathaniel’ s sermons in his 
online blog at:  

 https://thedandelionwayblog.wordpress.com  
 Or hear them on our website at:   

www.firstchurchuccww.org. 

    
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

In order to protect the privacy of our 
members and friends, we do not  
display personal information in the 
web version of our    
newsletter    
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations and Abundant 
Blessings in the coming year! 


