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“Now the green blades rises from the buried grain 
Wheat that in the dark earth for many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
Christ’s warm touch can call us back to life again, 
Fields of our hearts, that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again like wheat that rises green.” 

“Now the Green Blade Rises,” Easter Hymn by John M. C. Crum 
 
Easter greetings and Easter blessings to you, dear beloved of God.  
May you know that you belong to a Creator  
Who has shown in the Risen Christ  
That in God’s holy mercy we may be whole,  
We may be restored,  
We may enjoy a peace beyond understanding,  
A peace that breaks the bounds of death and the bindings  
of a constricted separation of ourselves from God.  
 
Peace,  
    Pastor Nathaniel  
 
P.S. I will be away the week after Easter, April 2-8

th
, enjoying time in White  

Salmon. Sonya Watts, a wonderful and wise licensed Methodist Minister, will be 
preaching Sunday April 8

th
.  

 

 
 

Message From Your Pastor 
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Postscriptum on the auspicious  

intersection of Easter Sunday and April 

Fools’ Day 

"God’s foolishness is wiser than the world’s  

wisdom, God’s weakness stronger than  

The world’s strength ... 

We are fools for Christ … When reviled, we bless. when 

persecuted, we endure. When slandered, we speak kindly. 

We have become like the trash of this world, the vilest 

of the vile, to this very day"  

                                                                    – 1 Corinthians  
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Loaves and Fishes: A Shared Journey  

Thursday, April 12th 
Doors open at 6:30 pm, Program begins at 7:00 pm 

 

 
Please join us for Loaves and Fishes on Thursday, April 12 at First 
Congregational Church in Walla Walla. Come hear from Eastern 
Washington farmers, commercial fishermen, Northwest tribal  
members, and faith leaders about the challenges facing our region's 
wild fish, Native people, and food producers.  
 
Despite our differences, all of us who have lived in Southeast  
Washington know that this beautiful and unique corner of the country 
is worth protecting. Loaves and Fishes is a gathering of neighbors 
and will bring together people with a variety of viewpoints and  
celebrate the life-giving waterways and farmlands that we steward  
together.  
 
You are invited to join us for this robust conversation about the health 
of the Snake river watershed and our communities which depend on 
them. Light refreshments will also be provided.  
 
Co-Sponsored by Earth Ministry and Save Our Wild Salmon. Please 
RSVP to Leda at leda@earthministry.org.  
 
 
If you are not able to attend Loaves & Fishes in Walla Walla, you are 
also invited to join us in Moscow on April 10. Please see our  
Facebook event for more details.  
Your financial support helps Earth Ministry/WAIPL care for creation in 
the Columbia River Basin. 
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Our inventory of church keys is almost depleted.  For  
security reasons and before we authorize new copies to be 
made, we want to update the current records to ensure 
they are up to date.  Gayle, our wonderfully organized  
office assistant, is updating our church keys records.   

 Now we need your help!   
 
     

 
If you currently have keys to the church AND you still need 
to have them, please contact Gayle and let her know which 
keys you have. 
 

If you currently have keys AND you no longer need them, 
please return them to the Church office. 
 

Thank you for your help with this important project! 
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In order to protect the privacy of 
our members and friends, we do 
not display personal information 
in the web version of our   
newsletter  
 
 

The number of guests who come to 
our Wednesday Free Lunch Ministry 
is growing with each month. We 
need your help and generosity to 
help ensure that we can continue to 
provide a hot meal each week to all 
those who are in need. On the 1

st
.  

Sunday of each month the 
“Cornucopia Cart” will be outside the 
door to the church. We invite you to 
bring “Just One Thing” to place in the 
cart. The “one thing” can be any one 
of the following: 
Chicken broth, diced tomatoes, 
caned white beans, canned black 
beans, Minestrone (or) Chicken 
Noodle soup mix, sliced bread, 
packaged cookies, apple juice. 
These are the basic kitchen staples 
that we need to ensure that each of 
our guests is welcomed each week 
with a hot meal and something to 
drink. It is then our joy to give them a 
warm welcome and a big smile! 

Matthew 25:35  For I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed 
me. 
 Thank you ~ Galen Unruh 

Just One Thing 

 

 
‘She turned to the sunlight  
And shook her yellow head 
And whispered to her  
neighbor: 
Winter is dead.' 

          ~Winnie the Pooh 

 

 
The Way is long-let us go together. 
The Way is difficult-let us help each other. 
The Way is joyful, let us share it. 
The Way is ours alone-let us go in love. 
The Way grows before us-let us begin. 
   ~Zen Invocation 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A35&version=ESV
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Thursday, April 19 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

Chapel 
  

Everyone is invited!   The Dances are 

simple, and easy-to-learn circle 

dances.  We use sacred phrases, 

chants, movements, and music from 

the world’s wisdom traditions.    

 

 

Men’s 
Breakfast 
Saturday 
April 14 
9:00 am 

 

All men, (members, friends, &  
visitors) are invited.  All you have 
to do is show up, fill up & enjoy the 
fellowship!             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lent Series 

 
White Privilege: Let's Talk, a 

Resource for Transformational 
Dialogue 

Wednesday, April 11 
6:30 pm 

Childcare will be provided. 
 

  

 

Christian Education NewsChristian Education NewsChristian Education News   
Our Whole LivesOur Whole LivesOur Whole Lives   

  

April 15, 1:30pm~5:00pm 
 Lovemaking (Lovemaking Visuals) 
 Consent Education 
  
April 22 , 2:00 pm~4:00 pm 
 Sexually Transmitted Infections 
  
April 29, 2:00 pm~4:00pm 
 Pregnancy, Parenting & Teen  
     Parenthood.  
  
  
  
  
  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=FtAySDDftJ2h2M&tbnid=lMDRtrE58bIE_M:&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsoutherndup.org%2Fwordpress%2F%3Fpage_id%253D19&ei=fPLPU4fKF8yZyATGw4KQAQ&psig=AFQjCNGxYcyiyB-CbmM_hYYeBOVEXvpB6Q&ust
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A SURE WAY TO A HAPPY DAY 

 

Happiness is something we create in our mind. 
It’s something you search for and so seldom find. 

It’s just waking up and beginning the day 
By counting our blessings and kneeling to pray. 
It’s giving up thoughts that breed discontent  

And accepting what comes as a “a gift heaven-sent”. 
It’s giving up wishing for things we have not. 
And making the best of whatever we’ve got. 
It’s knowing that life is determined for us 

And pursuing our tasks without fret, fume or fuss. 
For it’s completing what God gives us to do 

That we find contentment and happiness, too. 
                                                                                   ~ Helen Steiner Rice 

 
                                         Thanks for sharing, Lee ! 

 

 
Walking With Hope 

Wednesdays, April 11th ~ June 6th  
10:00 am ~ 11:30 am 

Walla Walla Community Hospice 
1067 E. Isaacs Avenue, Walla Walla 

 
Walking With Hope is an interdenominational Christian-based adult grief group, offered 
by the chaplains of  the Walla Walla Community Hospice, and is available to anyone who 
has is grieving the loss of a loved one. As you grieve your loss, you are welcome to join 
weekly, or as needed. There is no need to register, just show up, or if you have questions, 
call 509-525-5561 to speak with Chaplain Terry Rice, MDiv. or  Sherrice Croft, MSW. 
 

Did I offer peace today? Did I bring a smile to someone's face? Did I say words of healing? 

Did I let go of my anger and resentment? Did I forgive? Did I love?  

These are the real questions. I must trust that the little bit of love that I sow now will bear many 

fruits, here in this world and the life to come.       ~Henri Nouwen 
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VOUCHERSVOUCHERSVOUCHERS   

Please have your vouchers turned in by the  
dates indicated  below. 

Thanks! 

 

Deacon’s Meeting 
Wednesday, April 11th, 6:45 pm 

 

Trustee’s Meeting 
Sunday, April 15th, 11:30 am 

 
Council Meeting 

Sunday, April, 22nd, 11:30 am 

 
 

Monday, April 2nd 
through  

Sunday, April 8th 

“Love is what makes you smile when you’re 

tired.”              ~ Terri, Age 4 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

April 2018 

Our Spring Rummage Sale was 
a great success, bringing in 
$2,200 which will be used  
towards our mission and social 
concerns programs 

Thank you to all who  
generously donated items and 
to those who purchased the 
treasures—great and small. 

Most importantly, a great big 
thank you to all of those who 
worked so hard before, during 
and after the sale, under the 
leadership of Sue Gillespie ~ 
the Rummage Sale Queen. 

 

This sale was the end of an 
era as Sue announced that 
she, after running 35  
rummage sales, is stepping 
down and is hoping to pass the 
crown on to someone else.    

Thank you, Sue, for your 
years of service and dedica-
tion to this ministry, for all of 
your hard work and for the 
funds brought in that helped 
our church reach out and help 
so many members of our  
community.     
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Women’s Retreat      

May 18~May 20 
   
Emerging Adult Retreat (Ages 19-35) 
June 15 ~ June 17 
 
Work Camp (Free) 
June 18 ~ June 21 
 
Senior High Camp (Grades 10-College) 
July 8 ~ July 14 
 
Intermediate Camp (Grades 5-6) 
July 15~ July 21 
 
Rainbow Retreat (Ages 19-99) 
July 20 ~ July 22 
 
Kid’s Camp (Grades 2-4) 
July 15 ~ July 18 
 
Family Camp #1  
July 26 ~ August 4 
 
Junior High Camp (Entering 7th, 8th, 9th grades) 
August 5~ August 11 
 
Family Camp #2 
August 12 ~ August 18 

  
Registering 
If you’re interested in attending one or more of these camp experiences, 
It’s easy!  Just log onto www.n-sid-sen.org and click on the camp you wish to 
attend and then “Register for this session”. It’s THAT easy! 
  

  
  

    2018                                               

  N-SID-SEN 
CAMP & RETREAT CENTER  

Lake Couer d’Alene 
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Helping Hands        

We had a good industrious crew cooking and 
serving dinner at the Christian Aid Center this 
month.   Jill Juers and five year old Eliza were 
a good team, and Janet Mallen and almost 
ten year old Joseph were indispensable, as 
were Dorothy Knudsen and Lee Coleman.   
Doug Juers and three year old Henry arrived 
for serving and they took over desserts.   We 
prepared oven fried potato strips with cheese 
sauce and sour cream for dips,  tiny  
hamburger patties, canned peas, garlic bread 
(Dorothy mastered the tricky process of  
cutting and rewrapping),  pineapple chunks, a 
tasty jello and angel food salad ( prepared by 
kitchen host Josh as his gift to our efforts), 
and lemon pie.   Janet proved that she is a 
master seasoner of all foods, and Joseph  
operated the monster can opener which  
requires a lot of strength.  As we were  
cooking, a guest came into the dining hall with 

his fiddle, and as diners entered, we all  
continued to sing along with his hymns and 
tunes.  Good food and music made the day a 
wonderful one for us all. 

Next month, on April 15th, we could 
use a few volunteers . 

Christian Aid Dinner 

Janet Mallen, Henry, Doug, Eliza, & Jill Juers 
Dorothy Knudsen & Lee Coleman. 

A Great Way to Serve 

Liturgist 

April 15 Marty Manahan 
April 22 Lydia Caudill 
April 29 Laurie Logsdon 
May 6            Annie Charnley  Eveland 
May 13 Open 
May 20 Open 
May 27 Open 

  

     Coffee Hour 

April 15 Jane Drabek & Kids 
April 22 Open 
April 29 Open 
May  6 Open 
May 13 Open 
May 20 Open 
May 27 Open 

Sign-up sheets are available in the atrium & 
each Sunday following worship or you may 

call the office at 525-8753. 

Christian Aid Center 
 

   The Christian Aid Center is pleased to  
celebrate the completion of their Gift of 
Grace campaign. A big THANK YOU to all 
of you who had a part in raising $4.85  
million to build a new shelter for homeless 
women and children. The new building 
promises them a chance to be safe, to  
experience dignity, to live in a caring  
community, and to find restoration and 
hope.  
 
The project is currently under construction 
and slated to open its doors this June. 
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First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

 
     

    Ministerial Leadership 
    Minister Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
     
 

    2018 Church Officers 
    Moderator  J. R. Van Slyke 
    Past Moderator Mary Wilen 
    Vice Moderator Emily Asmus 
    Clerk   Larry Frank 
    Treasurer  Kim Croft 
    Financial Secretary Bernie Newman 
    Asst. Fin. Secretary Jonathan Webster  
    Head Usher   Sam Kirtley 
    Diaconate       Judy Chacon 
    Christian Ed  Dot Willis 
    Trustees  Dana Taggart 
    Mission/Social Concern 
   Heidi McFarley 
    Music  Open 
    . . . and Affirming Open 
 
 

   Staff 
    Office Manager Gayle Kubrock 
    Bookkeeper             Kim Croft 
    Custodian  Irina Kostenko 
    Organist  Jackie Wood 
    Choir Director Julie Jones 
    Webmaster  Parke Thomas    
 
     

   Church Office Hours 
    Tues - Fri 
    9 am - 2 pm 
  
 

   Pastoral Assistance 
  Church Office           525-8753 
  Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
     (608) 469-1406 
 
 

We celebrate our diversity as an  
expression of God’s Creative love.  We 
welcome persons of all age, race, gender, 
sexual orientation, marital status, and 
physical and mental ability. 

You can read Pastor Nathaniel’ s sermons in his 
online blog at:  

 https://thedandelionwayblog.wordpress.com  
 Or hear them on our website at:   

www.firstchurchuccww.org. 

 

April Birthdays 

     

 
In order to protect the privacy of our 
members and friends, we do not dis-
play personal information in the web 
version of our   
newsletter  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Abundant Blessings in the coming 
year! 


