
 

 

 
“The glory of God is a human being fully alive” – Irenaeus 
“Speak, God, for your servant is listening” – 1 Samuel 3:10 

 
What is the purpose God is calling you to at the time and place and stage of life you find yourself in?  
What is the purpose God is calling all of us to, together as a faith community, at the time and place 
and stage of life we as a church find ourselves in? 
How does your purpose coincide with the church’s purpose? And how is it perhaps also more than 
the church? 
From the examples of the lives of faith told in the scriptures and in more recent times we can see a 
few common features in the process of finding and living into one’s sacred purpose or “call.”  

The call to a higher purpose often involves a deep challenge to our expectations of who we are 
and what we can do. So, it can sometimes feel scary and require courage.  

Living into a call to a higher purpose is a process of sacred experimentation, a cycle of prayer,  
      action, reflection, correction, more prayer, then more action, more reflection, etc. This cycle is 

needed throughout our lives, as our higher purpose and how we live it out often evolve along 
with our circumstances. 

The whole adventure brings us more deeply into relationship with God, often in surprising ways.  
 
As a church community these days here are some ways we are living into these sacred experiments 
with our higher purpose: 

Our budding Youth Ministry, with the leadership of Margaret Thomas: The youth are reclaiming 
the basement room. And soon Margaret will launch an exciting “Peace Jam” curriculum.    

Public witness: 
Our 6th Grader Theo Gryler spoke movingly about the urgent need to care for Creation,  
      before hundreds of people at the Youth Climate Strike on September 20.  
Rev. Dorothy Knutson, Marelu Greco, and myself traveled to Yakima Airport Sept 24 to 

stand in witness and solidarity with the people who are being transferred to deportation 
flights there.  

Internal care: A group of church members are planning to launch a women’s group (welcome to 
all!) with a focus on growing care and connection with our elder members and anyone else in 
need of caring connection.  

 
Peace, 
     Pastor Nathaniel 
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Moderator’s Missive 
 
Greetings church family, 
  
On Tuesday, September 10th, Pastor Nathaniel threw the switch for the 
long-awaited solar array atop the fellowship hall of our church.  Over 

the course of the past six months, scores of conscientious, caring individuals from our faith 
community came together to make this moment possible.  This is yet another exciting moment 
in our church’s return to a footing of sustainability, relevance, and growth.  Thanks to all who 
supported this project, and thanks to everyone of you for nurturing the health of our faith  
community simply by being a part of it. 
  
Now it’s time to celebrate.  In addition to sharing our gratitude, we want to invite everyone to a 
special “Sol”fest celebration.  Come join us for worship and fellowship on the morning and early 
afternoon of Sunday, Oct. 6th at First Congregational Church.  We will gather for lunch, music, 
and gratitude for the gift of sun and the energy it brings. 
  
Peace,  
J.R. Van Slyke 

 

“Sol”-Fest Celebration 
& Potluck –Hosted by the Trustees 

Sunday, October 6th at 11:30 am 

Please join us as we celebrate and appreciate the new  
solar panels and those who supported us. 

 
The Trustees will be providing chili and cornbread. 



 

 

  

Greetings from your  Deacons! 
A blessed day to each of you! 

May the work, the fellowship, the support, the friendships, the mentoring, the worship, 
the teaching, the ministering, the feeding, the singing, the business, the praying that 
takes place from this sacred space we call First Congregational Church... may it honor 
the covenant we have with our Lord. May it reflect the love that we experience through 
the love of our Lord, to be poured out into this world. 

Thank you to Priscilla Ingebrigtsen for hosting our Campfire Vespers this past month. It 
was a delightful time of singing, prayer, and fellowship. A wonderful time was enjoyed 
by all. 

This month we begin our usual routine of asking the congregation to sign up to host our 
Coffee Hours. You will find our signup sheet on the Volunteer Signup Table. Hosting 
Coffee Hour includes coming a bit early to put the coffee pot on. Pull out the table and 
prepare it to serve coffee, juice, some crackers and cookies. The coffee, juice, crackers 
and cookies are all available in the cloister kitchen for this purpose. You may add items 
of your own but this is totally up to you. You will need to stay after to clean up and put 
away the table after coffee hour. You will wash the serving dishes you have used but the 
ceramic coffee cups we use are taken back to the kitchen. The soup lunch crew has  
generously offered to do this washing for us. Coffee hours are fun to do as a family or 
with friends. If this is your first time, feel free to ask for help or partner with someone 
who has done this before. It is helpful to have at least two people, one to serve coffee and 
one to serve juice. There are good souls around to assist with making the coffee or  
answering questions. We look forward to seeing new faces! Everybody pick your date! 

Our own Terry Rice will fill in for Pastor Nathaniel on October 13th. We look forward to 
hearing Terry’s message and we are grateful for this opportunity. 

Be sure to mark your calendar for the Pet Blessing service on October 20th. We will hon-
or and bless these creatures that are such an integral part of our lives. More particular 
information will follow prior to this service. 

November 3rd, we will offer a New Member Inquirer’s Class. Anyone who would like to 
know more about First Congregational Church, who are we, what is our history and 
what does it mean to be part of this church, will want to attend this class. Mark your  
calendar and plan to attend. 

Peace and love, 
                     Judy Chacon 
                     Chair, Board of Deacons 



 

 

 
 

Campfire Vespers 
Moments 

Thank you Priscilla & Steve 
Ingebrigtsen for welcoming 
us to their home for this  
special evening. 

Thank you Also to Judy 
Chacon for capturing and 
sharing these moments.  



 

 

 
"No estás solo"  

 
 

Rev. Dorothy Knutson, Marelu Greco, and Pastor Nathaniel traveled in September to the 
Yakima airport, where deportation flights have been leaving since May. They joined with 
the Yakima Immigrant Response Network, and other clergy and allies from Ellensburg and 
Sunnyside, to express solidarity with the fellow children of God who were being transferred 
from bus to plane, destined for deportation from El Paso.  
Chants and signs of "No estás solo" - "You are not alone" - were met with waves, despite 
hand and foot shackles. 
Anyone else is welcome to join these regular actions. Deportation flights have regularly 
been on Tuesday mornings.   
 



 

 

 

Showing This Month 
 

“Shadows of Liberty” 
Saturday, October 19th at 6:00 pm 

First Congregational Church 
73 S. Palouse Avenue, Walla Walla 

 
 

 
“Shadows of Liberty” presents the phenomenal true story of today’s disintegrating freedoms 
within the U.S. media and government that they don’t want you to see. The film takes an  
intrepid journey through the darker corridors of the American media landscape, where global 
media conglomerates exercise extraordinary political, social, and economic power. The over-
whelming collective power of these firms raises troubling questions about democracy. Highly 
revealing interviews, actuality, and archive material, tell insider accounts of a broken media 
system, where journalists are prevented from pursuing controversial news stories, people are 
censored for speaking out against abuses of government power, and individual lives are shat-
tered as the arena for public expression has been turned into a private profit zone. Will the 
Internet remain free, or be controlled by a handful of powerful, monopolistic corporations? 
The media crisis is at the core of today’s most troubling issues. 
The film begins with three journalists whose careers were 
destroyed because of the stories they broke: Roberta 
Baskin, whose scoop about Nike sweatshops didn’t sit well 
with CBS when Nike became a co-sponsor of the Olympics; 
Kristina Borjesson, another CBS reporter, whose job lasted 
precisely one week after the network spiked her  
investigation into the TWA Flight 800 disaster in 1996; and 
Gary Webb, whose story linking U.S. support for Nicaragu-
an Contras and the epidemic in crack cocaine was trashed 
by The New York Times and the Washington Post. (His sto-
ry was true, but Webb lost his job and eventually killed 
himself.)  

Release Year: 2013 
Running Time: 93 minutes 
Director: Jean-Philippe Tremblay 
Facebook Page:  
https://www.facebook.com/ShadowsofLiberty 

 
See you at the Movies!! 

https://www.facebook.com/ShadowsofLiberty


 

 

 

Christian Education 

Sunday School has begun for the school year.  Children from toddlers through 
fifth graders have a program upstairs after they gather with the Pastor for a 
message. This message is held as part of our worship service in the sanctuary. 
Children are to be picked up at their rooms on the third floor after the worship 
service. 

Our Christian Education program would appreciate if parents would fill out a regis-
tration form for each child so that we can contact you about special programs  
offered, have a notice of food allergies or other medical concerns, their age and 
grade for assigning to classrooms and notice of other people that might be bring-
ing them to church (grandparents, friends, etc) 

Our Youth Group has made significant progress toward reclaiming the basement 
space for their very own. The ping-pong table is operational, a reading nook is  
shaping up nicely (thanks Kellen for the bean bags), and much of the “stuff” has 
been cleaned out. We are currently looking for more comfy seating! If you have a 
gently used couch, loveseat, recliner/sofa chair, or bean bags, please let Margaret 
Thomas know-509-386-0398. 

Youth Group meets every Sunday 10:30 to noon - feel free to pop in and say hi, 
see the space, share your design tips, etc…  



 

 

 

Día de los Muertos 
Day of the Dead 

  Honoring the Dead and 

              Celebrating Life 
  

Sunday, November 3rd, our Youth Group invites you to join their 
celebration of Día de los Muertos.  

This holiday is a tradition in rural Mexico. Altars and gravesites are adorned with 
flowers, especially marigolds, candles and floral wreaths. Small plates of favorite 
foods of the deceased are also commonly placed on the altars. 
  
On Saturday, November 2nd, our Youth Group will decorate the atrium and bake a 
special bread, pan de muertos. They will also create a colorful ofrenda or altar in the 
atrium to honor deceased family, friends and pets.  
  
Won’t you join us again this year by using this lovely celebration from our neighbors 
in Mexico to honor those you wish to remember?  Bring photographs, flowers, and 
other remembrances. Marigolds are traditional flowers for this holiday but any flow-
ers are welcome.  Also you may bring a favorite food of the person you are honoring.  
  



 

 

What’s Happening?? 
Screenagers 

Tuesday, October 8th, 7 p.m.  
Whitman's Cordiner Hall 

Outside Walla Walla and Walla Walla Clinic Pediatric Department will host a 
free screening of the documentary “Screenagers”, which addresses issues our 
youth are facing as they come of age in this digital age, highlighting alarming 
correlations between the amount of time children spend engaged with screens 
to issues such as obesity, mental health issues and social isolation.  

Resource Fair 6 p.m. Panel Discussion to follow the screening. 
 

Calling all parents! Birth to age 5 is the time to get 
your child ready for…..Kindergarten! 

WHO: Walla Walla Public Schools invite Parents of Children      

             Ages 1-5 

HOW:   To register: call 526-6781,text 302.402.3016 or email 
             familiesandschools@wwps.org 

November workshops for parents 
 Ages 3-4 
 November 5; 5:45-7:15 p.m. 
 Edison Elementary 
 1315 E. Alder, Walla Walla 
 Ages 4-5 
 November 14; 5:45-7:15 p.m. 
 Edison Elementary 
 1315 E. Alder, Walla Walla 
 Ages 1-3 
 November 21; 5:45-7:15 p.m. 



 

 

Something New...to us 
 

The piano pictured below, was donated by Elizabeth Vandiver, in gratitude for 
First Congregational’s work for social justice and especially for its support of the 
Walla Walla Immigrant Rights Coalition. This piano originally belonged to 
Marylee Mason Vandiver. 
(Aug. 15, 1924 – Feb. 19, 1987) was a life-long advocate for social justice. Her two daughters Margaret and 
Elizabeth both remember riding with her in 1964 as she drove newly-registered African American voters to 
the polls in Gainesville, Florida. In that same election, she took her daughters (then aged 10 and 8) along 
with her on an actual bandwagon that drove down small dirt roads into tiny towns around Gainesville to 
campaign for Lyndon Baines Johnson. The bandwagon’s band played music and as people gathered, 
Marylee, Margaret, and Elizabeth helped to hand out leaflets and buttons for LBJ.  In 1968 she walked the 
picket line in support of a teachers’ strike in Gainesville. In 1979, while living for six months in Holland, she 
sought out the local Amnesty International group in the small village where she and her husband were liv-
ing and wrote postcards with the group every week.  In 1980, she was on a picket line in Gainesville protest-
ing a speech given by Reagan’s anti-environmentalist Secretary of the Interior James Watt; Elizabeth can still 
picture her chanting “What’s wrong? WATT’s wrong!” She was a lifelong opponent of the death penalty, and 
for the last seven years of her life maintained a friendship through letters with James Doug McCray, who 
was on Florida’s death row. Mr. McCray (whose sentence was reduced to life) remembers her and their 
friendship with great affection to this day. She was also a tireless writer of letters to the Gainesville Sun, 
pointing out in lucid and elegant prose the salient points of whatever issues were central at the time. These 
are only the highlights that her daughters remember about her work for social justice; she did much more, 
throughout her life, than is recounted here. She was also a gifted musician, singing in choral groups and 
playing both the flute and the piano. She would be very happy to think that her piano has found a home in 
First Congregational Church.  
  
 
  

Left: 
Elisabeth 
Vandiver 
holding a 
picture of 
her 
mother 
and the  
piano 
 

Right: 
Marylee  
Mason  
Vandiver 
and her  
piano 



 

 

 
 

Open Coffee With the Rev. 
Tuesday, October 1st 

8:00am-10:00am 
Olive 

Pastor Nathaniel is looking forward      
 to visiting with whomever wants to    
 drop by and talk about life. Stop by 
and have a cup of coffee and a 
chat! 
 
 

Saturday, October 12th 
9:00 am 

All men are welcome to join in, enjoy 
some good food and good conversation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacred Silence Sitting Circle 
Mondays, 12:15 pm-12:45 pm 

Chapel 
Let's hold some sacred silence together.  

Pause in the middle of your Monday to practice 

the ancient art of silent prayer. 

One of the greatest attacks of the enemy is to make you busy, to make you hurried, to 
make you noisy, to make you distracted, to fill the people of God and the Church of 
God with so much noise and activity that there is no room for prayer. There is no 
room for being alone with God. There is no room for silence. There is no room for 
meditation.                                                                                        ~ Paul Washer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, October 20th 
Mark your calendar! We will have more 
detailed information in the coming 
weeks. 

 
 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

       

october 2019 

Trustees Meeting 
Wednesday, October 9, 6:00 pm 

Council Meeting 
Sunday, October 20, 11:30 am 

Deacons Meeting 
Wednesday, October 9, 6:30 pm 

Please have your vouchers turned in by the  
dates indicated  above. 

Thanks! 

Highlights Newsletter 
Deadline 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, October 22nd 
   Please plan on having         
  your submissions in by    
  that date. 

PNC-UCC Fall Gathering 
October 18-19 
Shalom UCC 

505 McMurray Street 
Richland, WA 

Registration will be online only at: 
https://bit.ly/2zuPU29  

 
Meals are included in the price of regis-
tration. Please be sure to register no  
later than October 8th to be included. 
 
Childcare in available during select  
portions of the day. Each infant or child  
through grade 5, must be pre-registered 
 
Please refer to the website for specifics 
concerning late registration and cancel-
lation fees, meal menus, and childcare. 
 
Questions? Please contact the  
Conference Office: 200-725-8383 or 
pncucc@gmail.com  

Sunday, October 13 

Chaplain Terry Rice 
will deliver the sermon 
on that day. 



 

 

Christian Aid Center Dinner 
August 18, 2019 

Many thanks 
to our Food 
Warriors! 
 
Left to Right: 
 
Patricio  
       Morales 

Courtney 
Kress Van Slyke 

Gwyn Frasco 

Linda Schopp 

Kellen Van Slyke 

Northwest Regional Women’s Retreat XII 
November 1, 2, & 3 

The Oregon Garden Resort, Silverton, Oregon 

The Central Pacific Conference & Pacific Northwest Conference invite all women to come  
together at our regional retreat this fall. With the these “Wade in the Water” to share  
renewal, spiritual growth and fellowship. 

Registration cost is $150 until August 31 and then $175 until October 19th.  
Registration fees are transferrable but not refundable. Meals included are Friday, dinner 
through Sunday breakfast. 
 

For more information about workshops and registration, please visit the website at: 
www.nrwr.us  

If you would prefer to register by mail, we have some forms available in out office. 



 

 



 

 

                        

The greatness of a community 
is most accurately measured 
by the compassionate actions 
of its members. 

                              Coretta Scott King 

A Great Way to Serve 

                    Liturgist 

    October 6  Jen Rickard 
    October 13  Annie Charnley Eveland 
    October 20  Galen Unruh 
    October 27  Open 
    November 3 Open 
     

             Coffee Hour 

      October 6  “Sol”-Fest Potluck 
     October 13  Open 
     October 20 Open 
     October 27 Open 
     November 3 Open 
        
  

Sign-up sheets are available in the atrium 
each Sunday following worship or you may 

call the office at 525-8753. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Lunch Bunch show up and buckle 
down regardless of the challenges put 
 before them. Whether  it’s inclement 
weather, holiday seasons, or being short-
handed, they meet and exceed those 
challenges. Every week they prepare a 
balanced and delicious meal  for our 
community and they do so with smiles on 
their faces. 

We Thank You! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer is over and things are picking 
back up and the office is in need of 

stamps and copy paper, please. 

Thank you in advance to those who 
might be able to donate the items! 



 

 

 

First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

 
     

    Ministerial Leadership 

    Minister Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
     
 

    2019 Church Officers 

    Moderator  J. R. Van Slyke 
    Past Moderator Mary Wilen 
    Vice Moderator Jennifer Rickard 
    Clerk  Larry Frank 
    Treasurer  Kim Croft 
    Financial Sec. Bernie Newman 
    Asst. Fin. Sec. Jonathan Webster  
    Head Usher  Sam Kirtley 
    Diaconate       Judy Chacon 
    Christian Ed Dot Willis 
    Trustees  Dana Taggart 
    Mission/Social Concern 
   Heidi McFarley 
    Music  Open 
    . . . and Affirming Open 
 
 

   Staff 
    Admin. Asst. Gayle Kubrock 
    Bookkeeper          Kim Croft 
    Custodian  Irina Kostenko 
    Organist  Jackie Wood 
    Choir Director Julie Jones 
    Webmaster Emily Asmus    
 
     

   Church Office Hours 

    Tuesday - Friday 
    9 am - 2 pm 
  
 

   Pastoral Assistance 
  Church Office           525-8753 
  Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
                (608) 469-1406 

   We celebrate our diversity as an  
   expression of God’s Creative love.  We  
   welcome persons of all age, race, gender,     
   sexual orientation, marital status, and  
   physical and mental ability. 

You can read Pastor Nathaniel’ s sermons in 
his online blog at:  

 https:thedandelionwayblog.wordpress.com  
 Or hear them on our website at:   

www.firstchurchuccww.org. 

    
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 In order to protect the privacy of 
our members and friends, we do not  
display personal information in the web 
version   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
   


