
  

Dear Friends 

“Imagine our homes and families where love is the way.  
Imagine our neighborhoods and communities where love is the way.  
Imagine our governments and nations where love is the way.  
Imagine business and commerce where this love is the way.  
Imagine this tired old world where love is the way.  
When love is the way – unselfish, sacrificial, redemptive.  
When love is the way, then no child will go to bed hungry in this world ever again.  
When love is the way, we will let justice roll down like a mighty stream and righteousness like an  
ever-flowing brook.  
When love is the way, poverty will become history.  
When love is the way, the earth will be a sanctuary.  
When love is the way, we will lay down our swords and shields, down by the riverside, to study war no 
more.  
When love is the way, there’s plenty good room – plenty good room – for all of God’s children. Because 
when love is the way, we actually treat each other, well … like we are actually family.  
When love is the way, we know that God is the source of us all, and we are brothers and sisters, children 
of God.  
My brothers and sisters, that’s a new heaven, a new earth, a new world, a new human family.”  

This good word is from the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, the Most Rev. Michael  
Curry, in his homily at the British royal wedding this May. Bishop Curry delivered an outstanding  
expression of the Good News of Christ. The bride was beaming. But it was hard to read the reactions of 
the other famously chilly royals. It seemed to me like they were a trifle uncomfortable. I know that if I were 
in their midst (hard to imagine, I know) I’d be getting indigestion over the implications of this vision of the 
reign of Heaven on Earth. From where I sit this vision of the reign of Heaven on Earth is personally  
convicting. And where I sit is far from a monarch perched upon horded heaps of treasure, the spoils of 
centuries of conquest that have mushroomed through the magic of compound interest. 

Bishop Curry’s invitation to imagine a world where “love is the way” is a profound challenge to any 
and all in this world, not to mention those who enjoy any degree of privilege and power. It lays bare how 
far we are from the holy way reigning supreme. It lays bare those forces within ourselves that choke such 
an “unselfish, sacrificial, redemptive” love and cloud our vision that such a world is even possible, let 
alone promised. We must not forget that Jesus called first for repentance, a turning of our hearts away 
from enthrallment with sin, so our prodigal souls may return to their true home with God and God’s  
abundant love.  

As deep as this challenge is, this vision of a way of life for all led by love, justice, peace, and  
plenty, as painful as the distance can feel, its promise is something to celebrate. The promise is what can 
lead us to humbly accept and enjoy grace. We yearn to receive God’s unselfish, sacrificial, redemptive 
love. This grace is what the good Bishop Curry conveyed. Grace is what we as a church dare to take as 
our dictate. “When love is the way, there’s plenty good room – plenty good room – for all God’s children.” 
 

Peace,  
Pastor Nathaniel 
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     I hope this finds you reveling in the 
warmth and light of spring.  The energy 
and spirit of the people in our valley, and 
our faith community, always seems  
especially evident in these early weeks of 
summer.  At First Congregational Church I 
have been especially pleased to see this  
vitality on display.  I noticed this past  
Sunday that some of our members took  
advantage of our unconventional worship 
through the Bluegrass Sunday service to 
invite friends and family members who 
aren’t regulars to come bask in the warmth 
and music of our sanctuary.  That was  
delightful.  More importantly, I was  
inspired by meeting prospective new  
members two weeks ago at the ‘exploring 
membership’ meeting that Pastor Nathaniel 
facilitated.  The aura in that room (of over 
twenty people!) was incredibly authentic 
and it reinforced for me how fortunate I am 
to be part of a church community that  
consists of so many unique and evolving 
individuals.  The experience echoed almost 
perfectly the message Nathaniel brought 
back from the Conference meeting that in 
the UCC something is happening.  He 
highlighted in his message that  
Congregational churches are realizing -and 
embracing- that church is no longer some-
thing that people attend out of a sense of 
obligation…that antiquated ship has sailed.  
As our members well know, people are 
coming to faith communities like ours  
because church, and the experiences  
people encounter there, is genuinely  
relevant and important to a well-balanced 
life.  I’m so glad we get this.   
Thank you all so much for being a part of 
this nourishing faith community. 

With light, 
            JR 

 
“For I am convinced 
that neither death nor 
life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the  
present nor the future, 
nor any powers,  
neither height nor 
depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, 
will be able to  
separate us from the 
love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
          Romans 8:38-39 

For 
Roland Rempel 

Sunday, June 10th 
4:00pm 

Reception to follow 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ro+8:38-39
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Summer Parkways and Children’s Day!  
  
Experience Walla Walla like never before on Sunday June 3rd for its FIRST EVER 
Summer Parkways event and Children’s Day!  We hope you will join us as the Parks and 
Recreation Department, Commitment to Community, and a group of dedicated  
volunteers bring together music, family friendly activities, a bike safety event and rodeo 
for kids, food, fun, and more!    
  
Alder Street will become Walla Walla’s biggest and longest park for the afternoon!  
We’ll be opening Alder Street from Colville to Sasayama Drive (Pioneer Park) to all forms 
of non-motorized traffic from 1PM to 5PM!   

Please note-The streets will be closed to ALL motor vehicles   
  
Summer Parkways, also known as Open Streets, are popular events that are happening 
in many US cities because they promote physical activity, build community, and support 
the local economy.  By closing streets to cars, they become places where people of all 
ages, abilities, and backgrounds can come out and get moving.  By creating a safe, fun 
and inviting outdoor environment for physical activity, participants also have the chance 
to mingle with neighbors and friends.  By slowing down, we see, hear, and experience 
our community much differently than when traveling by car.    
  
We invite you to become part of this inaugural effort hosted by Summer Parkways and   
Children’s Day.  In Pioneer Park, we will have activities for children and adults of all ag-
es. We envision hula hoops, piñatas, chair exercise, yoga, games, a mountain bike skills 
area, races, and zumba, as well as various demonstrations and information booths. 
Along with free water stations, fresh fruit, and light snacks for participants, food and drink 
vendors will be on hand for participants to enjoy.    
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 In order to protect the privacy of 
our members and friends, we do 
not display personal information 
in the web version of our    
newsletter    
 
 The number of guests who come to 

our Wednesday Free Lunch Ministry 
is growing with each month. We 
need your help and generosity to 
help ensure that we can continue to 
provide a hot meal each week to all 
those who are in need. On the 1

st
.  

Sunday of each month the 
“Cornucopia Cart” will be outside the 
door to the church. We invite you to 
bring “Just One Thing” to place in the 
cart. The “one thing” can be any one 
of the following: 
Chicken broth, diced tomatoes, 
caned white beans, canned black 
beans, Minestrone (or) Chicken 
Noodle soup mix, sliced bread, 
packaged cookies, apple juice. 
These are the basic kitchen staples 
that we need to ensure that each of 
our guests is welcomed each week 
with a hot meal and something to 
drink. It is then our joy to give them a 
warm welcome and a big smile! 

Matthew 25:35  For I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed 
me. 
 Thank you ~ Galen Unruh 

Just One Thing 

☼ Congratulations to Dr. Rachel 
Eifenbein for winning the Latin 
American Studies Association’s 
Helen Sara Award for best paper 
by a young scholar on gender and 
political economy. 

☼ Congratulations to Whitman 
graduate Robin Rounthwaite.  
He graduated cum laude with  
triple majors in Biophysics, Bio-
chemistry and Molecular Biology 
and will enter a 4 year graduate 
program at UC Santa Cruz. He 
regularly worshipped with us at 
FCC and sang in the choir as well 
over these last 4 years. 

☼  It’s great to have a healthy 
Carmen Davila back with us and 
sharing her gift of floral design! 

“Without the human community 
one single human being 
cannot survive.” 
                   ~ H.H. Dalai Lama 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A35&version=ESV
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Thursday, June 14th 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

Chapel 
No Summer Break This Year! 

Everyone is invited!   The Dances are 

simple, and easy-to-learn circle 

dances.  We use sacred phrases, 

chants, movements, and music from 

the world’s wisdom traditions.    

 

 

 
Men’s 

Breakfast 
 
 
 

Has been cancelled for the 
month of June and will resume 
on July 14th  See 
you then!. 

  

June 3, 2:00pm ~ 4:00 pm 
 Communicating with a Sexual 
     Partner 
  
June 10, 2:00 pm~4:00 pm 
 Self-Care   
 Celebration & Closure Pizza Party!! 
  
We are at the end of this series. Thank 
you for entrusting us to help teach your 
children this very important information.  
  
  

 This OWL curriculum will be offered 
again starting next Fall with a new group 
of youth, so share with your friends that 
might be interested in participating 

  
  
  
  
  

 The last Sunday School classes for 
the school year, will be on June 10. 
We will transition to childcare for  

     preschool up to 2nd grade with a  
     story, activity or craft and playtime  
     offered in the usual room after the    
     Pastor's talk in the Sanctuary. 

 We are in need of volunteer floaters 
(helpers) during this time all during 
the summer.  A signup sheet will be 
on the table in the Atrium on  

     Sundays. 

 Vacation Bible School has been  
     cancelled for this summer with hope     
     for this event to return next year. 

 Watch for the Youth Group Service 
Project announcement early in July, 
as the youth, sixth grade and older, 
ask for contributions of school  

     supplies again this year.  

Many, Many Thanks 
To all who helped make this year’s 
OWL program a success!   
Please know that your time and 
dedication has not gone unnoticed 
and is very much appreciated! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=FtAySDDftJ2h2M&tbnid=lMDRtrE58bIE_M:&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsoutherndup.org%2Fwordpress%2F%3Fpage_id%253D19&ei=fPLPU4fKF8yZyATGw4KQAQ&psig=AFQjCNGxYcyiyB-CbmM_hYYeBOVEXvpB6Q&ust
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Please have your vouchers turned in by the  
dates indicated  below. 

Thanks! 

Trustees Meeting 
Sunday, June 10th, 11:30 am 

 

Deacons Meeting 
Wednesday, June 13th, 6:30 pm 

 
Council Meeting 

Sunday, June 17th, 11:30 am 

Sunday, June 17th 

Dads are most ordinary men turned by 
love into heroes, adventurers,  
story-tellers and singers of song. 
           ~ Pam Brown 

Thanks for all you do, Dads!! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

June 2018 

Tuesday, June  19th 
 

Love is….. 

“During my piano recital, I was on stage and  
I was scared. I looked at all the people  
watching me and saw my daddy  waving and 
smiling. 
He was the only one doing that. I wasn’t 
scared anymore.” 
                                           ~ Cindy—Age 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to our musicians   
Enjoy your break!! 
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Emerging Adult Retreat (Ages 19-35) 
June 15 ~ June 17 
 
Work Camp (Free) 
June 18 ~ June 21 
 
Senior High Camp (Grades 10-College) 
July 8 ~ July 14 
 
Intermediate Camp (Grades 5-6) 
July 15~ July 21 
 
Rainbow Retreat (Ages 19-99) 
July 20 ~ July 22 
 
Kid’s Camp (Grades 2-4) 
July 15 ~ July 18 
 
Family Camp #1  
July 26 ~ August 4 
 
Junior High Camp (Entering 7th, 8th, 9th grades) 
August 5~ August 11 
 
Family Camp #2 
August 12 ~ August 18 

  
Registering 
If you’re interested in attending one or more of these camp experiences, 
It’s easy!  Just log onto www.n-sid-sen.org and click on the camp you wish to 
attend and then “Register for this session”. It’s THAT easy! 
  

  
  

    2018                                               

  N-SID-SEN 
CAMP & RETREAT CENTER  

Lake Couer d’Alene 
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Soup Lunch Wednesdays 
June 17th, & 24th 

 
Our crew of volunteers are in need of some 
helping hands to help make the soup in 
June. If you can spare a few hours, we 
would be most grateful for your help! OR if 
you would like to be added to our on-call  
list-Please call: 
      Linda Schopp at 509-876-2063 
                or our office at 525-8753. 

Thank you in advance! 

                    

Congregational Cookbook 

As the Thursday morning  
Covenant Group was cleaning 
the basement ~ Look what 
they found! 

Together We Blossom  
A cookbook, published in 2016 
and comprised of yummy  
recipes and handy tips shared 
by the members of our  
congregation and church 
friends. We have a few for 
sale in the office – only $5 
each!  They would make a nice 
Secret Pal gift or maybe a 
Housewarming or Welcome to 
the Neighborhood gift.  If you 
don’t already have one, it 
would be a nice gift for you!  
If interested, you are welcome 
to stop by Tuesday – Friday 
between 9:00 am and 2:00 pm 
or call our office at 525-8753. 

 
“Every day, think as you wake up, today I am fortunate to have woken 
up, I am alive, I have a precious human life, I am not going to waste it. 
I am going to use all my energies to develop myself. To expand my 
heart out to others, to achieve enlightenment for the benefit of all  
beings, I am going to have kind thoughts towards others, I am not going 
to get angry, to think badly about others, I am going to benefit others as 
much as I can.”    
                                               ~ The Dalai Lama 
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   RAINBOW BLOWERS 

Supplies Needed 

 Cardboard tube (toilet paper  
     or paper towel roll) 
 Assorted Acrylic paints 
 Tissue paper-assorted colors 
 Glue stick 
 
How to 
 Paint the cardboard tube blue and allow to dry 
 Once dry , paint on some light blue and while clouds 
 Allow to dry. While you’re waiting, cut the tissue  
     paper into 1 x 12 inch strips to make the streamers 
 Lay the streamers around the outside of the tube in 

the order of colors. With a slight overlap, you 
should be able to place seven streamers and glue 
them on the inside of the tube-one by one. Allow to 
dry 

If you want to, you can choose to cut your streamers in 
varying widths and lengths. When completed, you  
decide that you want to use string to create a  
Windsock.  It’s all up to you-Have fun! 

      Have You Ever Tried Painting Rocks? 
It’s easy and it’s fun!!   

Paint them with an encouraging message or 
with a design ~ then hide them for someone 

else to find. It will make their day.  Guaranteed.   
If you need instructions or inspiration, check it out online 
but get permission or help from your parents first, okay? 

ENJOY!! 
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Planting Petunias 

Six lively and enthusiastic gardeners with assistance from 
Jane Drabek planted 40 purple petunia plants in front of 
the church . The annual youth service project and gift to 
the congregation provides an opportunity to talk about 
Earth care. The youngsters hope their flowers bring joy to 
pedestrians and drivers who stop at Palouse and Alder.  
 
Irina Kostenco’s  assistance with watering during summer is 
greatly appreciated. Also, Nancy Berlier deserves thanks 
for tending plants in the upper level of the bed. 

 

 IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN  

Our Sunday School Crew is taking a break 
for the Summer months. 

Thank you all so much for caring for and 
for teaching our children about God and 
His love for each and every one of us.  
You hold an important role here and we  
appreciate you!  
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Helping Hands        

 
This month we found a surplus of canned 
tuna, so we prepared a tuna pasta  
casserole. The pasta was all mismatched 
which made it interesting.  We used cream 
of mushroom soup, frozen peas, cottage 
cheese, and diced cheese slices.  We found 
a huge box of fresh broccoli so we cut and 
steamed it and added cheese.  There was 
lots of cabbage, which we shredded and 
added tomatoes and dressing.  We sliced 
and heated garlic bread and for dessert we 
served ice cream bars.  The crowd was 
small, perhaps forty guests.  The four of us 
had a great time working together.  The 
summer dinners will be organized by 
Courtney  Kress Van Slyke, and she will 
need volunteers.  You'll have fun ...  
no experience needed.    Lee Coleman 

Our next dinner will be Sunday, June 17th.   

Christian Aid Dinner 

Lee Coleman, Sue Gillespie, Jill Juers &  
                                               Punky  Adams 

A Great Way to Serve 

Liturgist 

June 3 Annie Charnley Eveland 
June 10 Courtney Kress Van Slyke 
June 17 Open 
June 24 Open 
July   1  Open 
July   8 Open 

  

     Coffee Hour 

June 3 Jill Juers & Janet Mallen 
June 10 Jane Drabek & Intermediate 
  Children 
June 17 Open 
June 24 Open 
July   1 Open 
July   8 Open 
  

Sign-up sheets are available in the atrium & 
each Sunday following worship or you may 

call the office at 525-8753. 

Christian Aid Center 
Volunteer Opportunities 

Chapel Speakers  

Childcare Provider (Weds & Thurs 9 to11 am) 

Receptionist in Administration Office (9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. weekdays) 

Breakfast Host (various shifts available)  

Our volunteer application is available 
online at www.christianaidcenter.org  
 
Contact Jeannette Regalado at 525-7153 
ext. 114.  

http://www.christianaidcenter.org
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First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

 
     

    Ministerial Leadership 
    Minister Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
     
 

    2018 Church Officers 
    Moderator  J. R. Van Slyke 
    Past Moderator Mary Wilen 
    Vice Moderator Emily Asmus 
    Clerk   Larry Frank 
    Treasurer  Kim Croft 
    Financial Secretary Bernie Newman 
    Asst. Fin. Secretary Jonathan Webster  
    Head Usher   Sam Kirtley 
    Diaconate       Judy Chacon 
    Christian Ed  Dot Willis 
    Trustees  Dana Taggart 
    Mission/Social Concern 
   Heidi McFarley 
    Music  Open 
    . . . and Affirming Open 
 
 

   Staff 
    Office Manager Gayle Kubrock 
    Bookkeeper             Kim Croft 
    Custodian  Irina Kostenko 
    Organist  Jackie Wood 
    Choir Director Julie Jones 
    Webmaster  Parke Thomas    
 
     

   Church Office Hours 
    Tues - Fri 
    9 am - 2 pm 
  
 

   Pastoral Assistance 
  Church Office           525-8753 
  Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
     (608) 469-1406 
 
 

We celebrate our diversity as an  
expression of God’s Creative love.  We 
welcome persons of all age, race, gender, 
sexual orientation, marital status, and 
physical and mental ability. 

You can read Pastor Nathaniel’ s sermons in his 
online blog at:  

 https://thedandelionwayblog.wordpress.com  
 Or hear them on our website at:   

www.firstchurchuccww.org. 

June Birthdays 

 
   
   
 
 

In order to protect the privacy 
of our members and friends, we 
do not display personal  
information in the web version 
of our   newsletter    
 
 
 
 

June Anniversaries 

  
     
   

Congratulations and Abundant 
Blessings in the coming year! 


