
 

 

Our Reason to Be: Living into it, Living out from it 

This coming season may well bring some exciting energy for our community of faith.  
We’re poised to welcome Margaret Thomas into her role as our new Youth Ministry Leader. She 
will be working with our middle school youth and – just as importantly! – she will be working 
with the rest of us so that our entire community can strengthen and grow as we nurture and 
learn from our wonderful young people. 
We’ll be offering a fun and informal time to sing and pray together outside with Campfire  
Vespers. Julie Jones will be leading with the guitar. September 15 & 22 at 6:45-7:30pm. Priscilla 
Ingebrigtsen has generously offered her back yard for this: 855 Pleasant Street.  
As a matter of fact, a bunch of folks have offered their back yards, which makes me think: 
This is an experiment, and if it proves successful and folks want to do it more, this could  
become a “movable feast”.  
The silent prayer group experiment, the Sacred Silence Sitting Circle, is now established with a 
great sense of collective spirit and momentum. We meet every Monday 12:15-12:45pm in the 
Chapel.    
Our solar energy initiative is poised to come to fruition. It has been amazing to see how many 
different folks from all walks of life in Walla Walla have contributed to adopt-a-panel cam-
paign.  
The Spirit is on the move here.  
Our community of faith has a deep and abiding Reason to Be.  
It is for us to continue to know it, to live into it, and to live out of it.  
This can be exciting at times, challenging at others. And always a blessing.  
 
We are a congregation of diverse Christian believers, empowered by Love and guided by the Holy 
Spirit.  
It is our mission to enable personal spiritual growth, collective outreach to the community, and 
stewardship of God’s creation.  
We are an Open & Affirming church. No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here.  
 
God has told you what is good, O mortal. And what is it the Holy One asks of you, but to act 
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly your God. - Micah 6:8 
 
Peace,  
        Pastor Nathaniel 
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Moderator’s Missive 
 
We drove back to Walla Walla late last night and it feels great to be 
settling back in.  First coffee, then unpacking the rest of the car, 
putting together a list of to-dos, and now here working on the item 
atop said list. 

I trust this finds you all well as we start the turn from summer toward early fall.  Not to rush 
things, but the start of school, the crisper September evenings, and the return to routine that 
sets in this time of year are strong indicators that change is on its way. 

The seasons at First Congregational Church are changing too.  I am grateful and inspired to 
look around and see the committed efforts of so many that are keeping our community strong 
and moving forward despite the choppiness that summer often brings.  Our trustees are  
exercising due diligence on a handful of facilities matters; the solar panel project moves for-
ward as installation and inspection near completion; our deacons skillfully juggle summer  
services and fellowship while many are on holiday; and special committees convene to plan 
the upcoming stewardship and sustaining campaign, and to roll out our long-awaited youth 
ministry program.  The hours, efforts, epiphanies, dollars, laughs and cries that make all of 
this critical progress happen are deeply appreciated. 

As I write to recognize this progress in the life of our church, I know I am missing other criti-
cal efforts.  Every one of you is a vital piece of this faith body.  Furthermore, I am well aware 
that so much of what our faith community accomplishes takes place in the individual hearts, 
minds, gestures, efforts and blessings that you all share with the countless people in your lives.  
I am delighted to be back and eager to get to work with all of you…in community, hope, joy, 
love and peace.  

         JR 

Campfire Vespers 
Sunday, September 15 & 22 

6:45 pm-7:30 pm 
Hosted by: 

Priscilla Ingebrigtsen 
      855 Pleasant Street, WW 

Please join us! We will be experimenting with two fun song-filled 
sacred times together outside. Led by Julie Jones and Pastor  
Nathaniel will be leading. 

Many thanks to Priscilla for graciously hosting this event. 



 

 

  

Greetings from your  Deacons! 
Are you ready for a picnic? Our Annual Picnic in the Park, Kick-off for Sunday School 
and Kick-off for Choir will happen September 8th at the shelter at Wildwood Park! 
Worship starts at 10:00 am. Come early to find parking, set out your dish, bring your 
chairs and settle in. There are picnic tables at the shelter. Those who have folding chairs will 
want to bring them to supplement the seating. Nathaniel will preach, the choir will sing, we 
will share in the feast! Fun activities are planned for the children (children of all ages)! You  
will not want to miss our annual picnic. Invite your friends! We have so much to celebrate and 
for which to be grateful!  
Into the weeds here. Parking space in the lot at the shelter usually is a bit short. If some of our 
young, spry members and friends could drop off family, dishes, chairs from the parking lot, 
then park on the side streets it would allow the less spry folk better access. The shelter is right 
next to the parking lot. Carpooling of friends would also be nice. If someone needs a ride, let 
the church office or Judy Chacon know. (Judy is at 509-525-6618) 

CAMPFIRE VESPERS   Nathaniel has been wanting to create a space for a more intimate wor-
ship opportunity. Priscilla Ingebrigtsen has offered her backyard as a venue for Sunday evening 
September 15th and September 22nd from 6:45 to 7:30. It is wonderful and helpful to find the 
spirit in a variety of spaces. All are welcome. Nathaniel will share more. 

A note: Winnie Ringhoffer’s older daughter, Myra, visited our deacons meeting this month! 
She came along with Julie Jones whom she was visiting. Winnie is doing well and just celebrat-
ed her 91st birthday! For those who do not know Winnie, she was a longtime member of this 
church, taught voice at Whitman college, sang with our church choir. We miss her. Winnie 
lives in the Seattle area, just 10 minutes from one daughter and 30 minutes from another. Myra 
lives in Wenatchee. We asked for Winnie’s address in case anyone would like to reach out to 
her. Winnie is at 11117 20th St. NE, Apt 26, Lake Stevens, WA 98258. 

The Nametag Board has been updated. If your nametag is missing from the board please put 
your name on the greeters Nametag List so a new one can be generated.  

Be sure to put the Pet Blessing on your calendar for October 6th. This is a time when we bring 
our pets, if able, to the church for a special blessing. These creatures are such a blessing to our 
own lives that we welcome this opportunity to honor them in this sacred way. More  
information will be presented before October 6th. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you, 

May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and give you peace. 

                                                  --from the Old Irish Blessing    

Judy Chacon,  

Chair, Board of Deacons 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 8th at 10:00 am 
Wildwood Park at the corner of Boyer and Division 

Please join us in this annual outdoor worship that will feed your soul with music and praise 
as we welcome back our beloved choir and our Sunday School classes. 
  

Immediately following worship, stay and enjoy good food, good fun, and 

good company at our: 

  

Hosted by our Diaconate Board 
  
Deacons will provide:  Chicken 
     Water & Punch 
     Napkins 
     Paper Cups   
     
What to bring:               A potluck dish to share (serves 12) 

     Serving utensil(s) for your dish 

     Your own plate and flatware 

     Your drink of choice 

     Folding chair if you have one 

The shelter provides picnic tables. 

Christian Education will provide supervised activities for 
children of all ages! (I heard there will be bubbles) 

Let’s have some fun!  Invite friends & neighbors! 
  



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following a recommendation made by Rev. Courtney Stange-Tregear, Minister of Church  
Vitality for congregations in Washington, we are going to embark on an educational project 
for social action designed to engage the public as well as our fellow worshipers.  Our inten-
tion is to partner with an organization started about fifteen years ago at a sister FCC church in 
the Wallingford neighborhood of Seattle; their outreach grew into what is now known as the 
Meaningful Movies Project (MMP) which has affiliate chapters throughout the northwest.  
We encourage you to go to their website at https://meaningfulmovies.org/ to get an idea of 
who they are, their goals, standards and practices.   
 
Our intention is to have our first documentary screening here in the fellowship hall on  
Saturday, September 21, beginning at 6:00PM.  Given that you are not yet familiar with the  
potential topics for presentation, we have elected to have an entertaining, yet informative  
documentary on food waste entitled “Just Eat It”, the story of a Canadian couple who  
challenged themselves to purchase no food off of a store shelf for a full year.  The format for 
MMP gatherings is to have speakers, whenever possible, who are knowledgeable on the topic 
to lead the conversation which follows.  We will be contacting local people who work with the 
Food Bank and others who may come to our attention who may add to the discussion.  
 
Leading in this effort are Priscilla Ingebrigtsen, a member of the Missions and Social 
 Concerns Committee, and Rodger Stevens who has worked with the MMP for a number of 
years at the Vancouver, WA chapter.  Our hope is to get recommendations from everyone in 
our church and the wider community with regard to topics for future screenings.  We are  
firmly of the opinion that informed citizenship is critically important at this juncture in our 
nation's history and that traditional media modalities have understandable and legitimate 
limitations on what they can do to that end.  Documentary films have the advantage of  
delving more deeply into topics utilizing visual images accompanied with commentary from 
various experts in the relevant fields. 
We have established a Facebook page, Walla Walla Meaningful Movies, please find it, like it 
and share it to help us get the word out regarding our upcoming efforts and thank you for 
that. 
 
' See you at the Movies!!           

https://meaningfulmovies.org/


 

 

Sunday, September 8th 
See you there for fun and 
games at Wildwood Park! 

 

Christian Education 
 
 

Please Meet Our New Youth Ministry Leader 
                 Margaret Thomas 

 
Most of you know Margaret and her work with  
our OWL Program and our School Supply Drive, just to 
name a couple of projects that she’s led.  
 
We welcome Margaret with appreciation and open arms and 
look forward to the great success that she will bring to 
this new program. 
 
Please join us in welcoming her in this role and in  
supporting her and our middle school youth 



 

 

 
 

Open Coffee With the Rev. 
Tuesday, September 3rd 

8:00am-10:00am 
Olive 

Pastor Nathaniel is looking forward      
 to visiting with whomever wants to    
 drop by and talk about life. Stop by 
and have a cup of coffee and a 
chat! 
 
 

Saturday, September 14th 
9:00 am 

All men are welcome to join in, enjoy 
some good food and good conversation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacred Silence Sitting Circle 
Mondays, 12:15 pm-12:45 pm 

Chapel 
Let's hold some sacred silence together.  

Pause in the middle of your Monday to practice 

the ancient art of silent prayer. 

One of the greatest attacks of the enemy is to make you busy, to make you hurried, to 
make you noisy, to make you distracted, to fill the people of God and the Church of 
God with so much noise and activity that there is no room for prayer. There is no 
room for being alone with God. There is no room for silence. There is no room for 
meditation.                                                                                        ~ Paul Washer 

We’ve missed you and hope that you 
had a memorable summer break.  
We’re very much looking forward to 
being lifted by your beautiful voices. 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

       

September 2019 

Trustees Meeting 
Wednesday, September 11, 6:00 pm 

Council Meeting 
Sunday, September 15, 11:30 am 

Deacons Meeting 
Wednesday, September 11, 6:30 pm 

Christian ED Meeting 
Sunday, September 1, 11:30 am 

Please have your vouchers turned in by the  
dates indicated  above. 

Thanks! 

Highlights Newsletter 
Deadline 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, September 17 
   Please plan on having         
  your submissions in by    
  that date. 

We would love 
to hear them! 

PNC-UCC Fall Gathering 
October 18-19 
Shalom UCC 

505 McMurray Street 
Richland, WA 

Registration will be online only at: 
https://bit.ly/2zuPU29  

 Register by Monday, September 30th. 
 
Meals are included in the price of regis-
tration. Please be sure to register no  
later than October 8th to be included. 
 
Childcare in available during select  
portions of the day. Each infant or child  
through grade 5, must be pre-registered 
 
Please refer to the website for specifics 
concerning late registration and cancel-
lation fees, meal menus, and childcare. 
 
Questions? Please contact the  
Conference Office: 200-725-8383 or 
pncucc@gmail.com  



 

 

Thank You for the Beautiful Flowers 
As summer draws to a close, we would like to thank, our neighbor, Lawrence Paollela, 
for sharing his flowers. We would also like to thank Carmen Davila, who created beautiful 
floral arrangements with those flowers.  Thank you both so much! 

Let’s enjoy some of the arrangements again.  



 

 

First Congregational Church  
 Weekend at Camp N-Sid-Sen,  September 25th-27th, 2020 

Make plans early to join us at Camp N-Sid-Sen for an all church weekend on September 25th
-27th, 2020.  We have reserved the Spirit Lodge and additional cabins at the camp for this 
weekend.  A committee will be formed to put together a program focusing on spiritual en-
richment, activities for the soul and body, quiet reflection and deepening friendships within 
our church community. 
  
A sign-up sheet will be provided after the first of the year with rates included.  Planning for 
the weekend will begin at that time.  Let me know your thoughts on how the weekend will be 
a meaningful experience for you.  Singles, couples and families are all welcome!! 
  
Contact Judy Gibbs at 876-2387 or judysue2018@gmail.com.  Be sure to mark your calendars!! 

 

N-Sid-Sen Family Camp 2019 
 
This August, our family, which included our Japanese daughter Yuki Kamada (AFS Exchange 
student 2004-05) and her 3 children, Rioto (9), Ayato (8), and Yume (4) attended Family 
Camp at Camp N-Sid-Sen on Lake Coeur d’Alene. What an amazing experience for all! We 
joined about 20 families for an enjoyable week of summer activities. We had opportunities 
for swimming, boating, games, craft activities, fellowship, music, and river rafting on Coeur 
d’ Alene River. We stayed together in a cabin, and walked to the facilities, and the lodge for 
all our wonderful meals! 

This experience was so special for our Japanese grandchildren as they participated in all  
activities with the American children and made new friends at camp. We also all had “secret 
pals” at camp and it was so much fun to share and then meet our “pal” on the last day! 

The focus for the learning experiences during this week was the book “The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe”, by C.S. Lewis. Chapters were read to all each day and the story and  
activities were adapted to each age group. This was a successful plan! 

As I experienced the week, I kept thinking about FCC families in Walla Walla and was wish-
ing you could be there to share the camp with us. 
 
I hope to encourage all of you to enjoy “your Home”, Camp N-Sid-Sen! FCC/Walla Walla - 

Welcome to Camp! 

                   Linnea Keatts 

mailto:judysue2018@gmail.com


 

 

 

Family fun & worship at N-Sid-Sen  
Family Camp, with Linnea & Robert 
Keatts, Yuki Kamada & Rioto, Ayato, & 
Yume. 
 
Thank you for sharing your experience 
with us, through word & pictures! 



 

 

TALES FROM THE BOUNDARY WATERS WILDERNESS III 

  With thunderstorm warnings and dark ominous skies, at 6:30 this morning Chip and I set out for 
our daily run. The first rumble of thunder and the first rain drops began about a mile down the 
road, but we continued until sanity urged us to head back to the cabin.  By the time we turned 
down our road, the skies had open up and  lightning was flashing.  Chip does not like thunder and 
hid in her small, safe corner while I dried her off.  She was content to stay right there, but I want-
ed to swim. As I left the cabin the rain was pelting down, but the thunder had quieted, so I had 
one of the best swims of the summer.  When I returned, Chip was still in her safe place. 

  A few weeks ago I was clearing trail across the lake while Chip was running free as she loves to 
do, checking in with me a few times as I worked. When I returned to the kayak, ready to paddle 
back to the cabin, she was no where in sight or sound. I jumped in the kayak and paddled along 
shore, hoping to spot her, but no luck, so I paddled the quarter mile back to the cabin, hoping for 
someone to search with me. When I turned to paddle back, I spotted Chip at the landing, and saw 
her jump into the water to swim back. Smart dog, I thought.   
But suddenly a bald eagle swooped down with talons outstretched, aiming right at my little dog. It 
got about a yard from her when she sensed danger and barked. The eagle quickly changed course 
and flew to a treetop.  If Chip had not barked, I have no doubt that she would have been severely 
wounded if not killed.  Eagles are vicious predators and small animals are among their favorite 
prey.  But not this little barking dog!   I breathed sighs of relief and paddled beside her as she 
headed toward home. I always consider wolves to be top the food chain, but now have added ea-
gles! 

  We have been busy on Cedar Lake as 70 people arrived for two open water swim camps. The first 
was our annual memorial camp, honoring a former swimmer who was killed in an auto accident 10 
years ago. These high school kids started each morning at 7:00 by swimming the three miles to the 
end of the lake and hiking back. That was the easy part of each day. The second camp was for mid-
dle school kids, ages 11-13. They are the most fun of all, and ready for all challenges.  But by far the 
fastest swimmer was a little 10 year old girl ready to enter 5th grade who holds 6 state records, 5 
national ones. She loved every challenge that came her way. 

  One of the highlights of the memorial camp is spending a morning working at Will Steger’s  
Wilderness Center.  (Will is the most famous Arctic and Antarctic  explorer of our times.)  After 
hours of clearing brush, he talked with us about climate change and our responsibilities for help-
ing to keep the environment healthy. Will his seen the poles turn into open water and the ice 
shelves slide into the seas and knows how our planet is suffering. 
After the last campers left, I spent a day striking and packing 18 tents –not an easy job, but they 
were dry and rain was forecast. 

  One last note:   Donald Trump is working with a mining company from Chile that wants to build 
a copper-nickel mine on the edge of this wilderness.  If permitted, the mine would almost certain-
ly spill sulfide into the watershed of the Boundary Waters, polluting  the water for decades. If you 

have the opportunity, please speak out against the Twin Metals mine.   
THANK YOU.  See you in September.    

We send our love to all, 
                      Lee and Chip 



 

 

 
                                                                                  
 
 
 
       Top of the food chain, but Chip  
       escaped its talons  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Will Steger 
(second 
from left, 
bottom 
row) talks 
to campers 
after their 
hours of 
work  

Memorial s       
swim 
 campers  

Right: Memorial 
Swim Campers 

Below: Middle  
School Swim 



 

 

Christian Aid Center Dinner 
August 18, 2019 

Many thanks 
to our Food 
Warriors! 
That’s quite a 
spread. 
 
 
Left to Right: 
 
Rodger Stevens 

Priscilla  
   Ingebrigtsen 

Gwyn Frasco 

Patricio  
        Morales 

Judy Krein 

Jane Drabek 

Northwest Regional Women’s Retreat XII 
November 1, 2, & 3 

The Oregon Garden Resort, Silverton, Oregon 

The Central Pacific Conference & Pacific Northwest Conference invite all women to come  
together at our regional retreat this fall. With the these “Wade in the Water” to share  
renewal, spiritual growth and fellowship. 

Registration cost is $150 until August 31 and then $175 until October 19th.  
Registration fees are transferrable but not refundable. Meals included are Friday, dinner 
through Sunday breakfast. 
 

For more information about workshops and registration, please visit the website at: 
www.nrwr.us  

If you would prefer to register by mail, we have some forms available in out office. 



 

 



 

 

 
A Great Way to Serve 

                    Liturgist 

    September 8 Worship in the Park 
    September 15 Galen Unruh 
    September 22 Sam Kirtley 
    September 29 Open 
     

             Coffee Hour 

     September  Nominating & Pastoral  
           Advisory 
     September 8  Picnic in the Park  

                                                               Deacons 
      September 15 Nikki Gryler 
     September 22 Becky Kirtley 
     September 29 Open 
        

                        

Volunteer Opportunities 
Christian Aid Center 

 

Chapel Speakers  
Receptionist (Wednesday afternoons) 
Registered Nurses 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 Jeannette Regalado,  
Volunteer & Donor Relations 
 (509) 525-7153 ext. 114.   

Sign-up sheets are available in the atrium 
each Sunday following worship or you may 

call the office at 525-8753. 

“ Hospitality is the fundamental virtue 
of the soil. It makes room. It shares. It 
neutralizes poisons. And so it heals. 
This is what the soil teaches: If you 
want to re remembered, give yourself 
away.”          ~ William Bryant Logan 

The greatness of a community 
is most accurately measured 
by the compassionate actions 
of its members. 

                              Coretta Scott King 



 

 

 

First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

 
     

    Ministerial Leadership 

    Minister Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
     
 

    2019 Church Officers 

    Moderator  J. R. Van Slyke 
    Past Moderator Mary Wilen 
    Vice Moderator Jennifer Rickard 
    Clerk  Larry Frank 
    Treasurer  Kim Croft 
    Financial Sec. Bernie Newman 
    Asst. Fin. Sec. Jonathan Webster  
    Head Usher  Sam Kirtley 
    Diaconate       Judy Chacon 
    Christian Ed Dot Willis 
    Trustees  Dana Taggart 
    Mission/Social Concern 
   Heidi McFarley 
    Music  Open 
    . . . and Affirming Open 
 
 

   Staff 
    Admin. Asst. Gayle Kubrock 
    Bookkeeper          Kim Croft 
    Custodian  Irina Kostenko 
    Organist  Jackie Wood 
    Choir Director Julie Jones 
    Webmaster Emily Asmus    
 
     

   Church Office Hours 

    Tuesday - Friday 
    9 am - 2 pm 
  
 

   Pastoral Assistance 
  Church Office           525-8753 
  Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
                (608) 469-1406 

   We celebrate our diversity as an  
   expression of God’s Creative love.  We  
   welcome persons of all age, race, gender,     
   sexual orientation, marital status, and  
   physical and mental ability. 

You can read Pastor Nathaniel’ s sermons in 
his online blog at:  

 https:thedandelionwayblog.wordpress.com  
 Or hear them on our website at:   

www.firstchurchuccww.org. 

    
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 In order to protect the privacy of 
our members and friends, we do not  
display personal information in the web 
version   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


