
 

 

 
Blessings this season of Epiphany, dear friends! 
 

I want to take this opportunity to share with you the good work of a committee of folks 
who have been envisioning the future for our youth ministry program. For now, this includes 
applying for a Church Vitality Program grant from our Pacific Northwest Conference to help 
fund an expansion of the Our Whole Lives programming for youth and adults.  

Let me just share some of what we wrote for the application. Many thanks to Margaret 
Thomas, Jen Rickard, Emily Asmus, and Marelu Greco.  
 
Provide a description of the project you envision. What struggle, need, or opportunity is being 
addressed? How does your vision address the stated struggle/need/opportunity? Where and 
when will your project take place? 
  

The First Congregational Church of Walla Walla (FCCWW) seeks to enrich our youth 
and adult ministries through the expansion of our sexuality education programs using the Our 
Whole Lives (OWL) curriculum. We launched the OWL program for middle school kids 2 
years ago, and have had increasing success. We are now eager to make this program more sus-
tainable in terms of financing and leadership and expand the ministry to adults and high 
school and college-aged youth in our community. This would require additional financial sup-
port to train new facilitators, fund wages and stipends during this period of growth, purchase 
curriculum and program materials, and purchase equipment that will enable ongoing fundrais-
ing.  

Currently there is no other wholistic, open and affirming sexuality education offered in 
Walla Walla. We want to empower our youth and adults to grow in knowledge, responsibility, 
dignity, wholeness, and integrity in body and in spirit when it comes to sexuality.  

Our OWL programming will be offered at our church, and be open to the wider commu-
nity.  

We hope to offer a middle school-aged OWL program every other year, in rotation with 
the PeaceJam curriculum, which we have adopted for a Christian context.  

We hope to offer a high school aged OWL program every other year, in rotation with a 
coming of age/confirmation class; and to offer a college-aged OWL program and an older adult 
program, in alternate years with each other.  
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How did you discern this solution/approach, i.e. how did you discern the project you are  
proposing?  
  

Parents of our congregation originally asked for a sex education to be offered in the sup-
portive and affirming atmosphere of our church. There were no other options for youth to ex-
plore these pertinent issues anywhere else in town. We have seen enrollment for our middle 
school OWL program fill in the pilot seasons of 2017-18 and 2018-19.  

We responded to the need that grew from this to further minister to the young people 
who graduated from OWL. We launched and funded a new part-time Youth Ministry Lead-
er. She has been leading our youth in the PeaceJam curriculum for 2019-2020, which we 
adapted to a Christian context, in partnership with volunteer leaders, our youth ministry advi-
sory committee, and the Pastor. The momentum and engagement with these programs have 
led to parental requests for continued middle school programs and new high school offer-
ings. Additionally, adults in the community, specifically college-aged young adults, pre-
menopausal women, and parents of our youth, are also asking for OWL programs.  
  
How does this proposal fit with your institution’s mission? 
  

FCCWW has been Open and Affirming for twenty years. By offering sexuality education 
that celebrates LBGTQ persons while integrating our spiritual and religious identities and val-
ues, we are further embodying our welcome of all people, whoever they are and wherever they 
are on life’s journey.  

Expanding our OWL program will help us fulfill our gospel call to work for peace and 
healing, by advancing values that are the antidote to sexual violence and abuse.  

Our congregation and leadership recognize that tending to the spiritual needs of congre-
gants and community members across the life span represents a matter of basic justice. Under-
standing that healthy sexuality is a spiritual issue, we wish to expand OWL to address the 
needs of more stages of life.  
  

Describe how this project will increase the vitality of your church, your community, and/or the 
wider church.  
 

By offering relevant sexuality education, leadership training, peace activism, and coming 
of age rites to young people in Walla Walla, we can invite them into a church community that 
is accepting, non-didactic, and transformative. Our young people are accepting these invita-
tions and inviting their friends. They have become regular contributors to the worship, service, 
and fellowship life of our church. They have been deepening in their faith. And their families 
are becoming committed to the church, attending worship and offering their gifts of time, tal-
ent, and financial generosity.  

As our youth programming solidifies and becomes sustainable, we are excited for how 
this will be leavening for the spiritual vitality of the wider congregation. 

 
                                                                                                          (continued on next page) 



 

 

In expanding the OWL program to high school, college-aged, and older adults of our 
community, we will provide new access to relevant engagement, and further our church’s 
standing as a beacon of progressive Christianity in our community.  

The OWL program is a profound means for building trust and connection among par-
ticipants. This will help the church community grow in its support and celebration of one an-
other. 

We are also planning to initiate a new fundraiser to support the OWL and youth minis-
try programming: “The Birds and the Bees Plant Sale.” The sale will feature 25 annual and 
perennial flowers and shrubs that support local pollinator and wildlife habitat and forage. An-
nual starts will be grown by the middle school youth group in partnership with Welcome Ta-
ble Farm. 

 
Peace,  
 Pastor Nathaniel 

On January 19th ,we joyfully 
welcomed 6 new members  
into our church family!  
Most are familiar faces, but 
if you haven’t met them yet, 
consider seeking them out 
and introducing yourself. 

 
 
 
 
   

  Patricio Morales  Tina Beyer 
    
  Carol Lee                 Carrie Stark 
 
  David Cartwright           Carolyn Stone 

Let us always meet each other a with smile, for the smile is the 

beginning of love.       ~ Mother Teresa 



 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
  

  

  

  

  

Greetings from your Deacons! 

We look forward to the results of our Annual Meeting at the end of January 
and the planning of a new year to come! May the Holy Spirit be at work in this 
body. 

We welcome new members Carrie Stark, Tina Beyer, Carolyn Stone, David 
Cartwright, Patricio Morales and Carol Lee! Each of you is a blessing to this 
congregation. We look forward to worship and fellowship with you. We look 
forward to hearing your voice as we discern our path forward in this ministry. 
Many thanks to Carmen Davila for her long service as our Flower Coordinator. 
Carmen has been our laundress for our Soup Lunch ministry, for more than a 
year, as well. As Carmen steps back from these roles, we are seeking someone 
to be our Flower Coordinator for the Sanctuary. This could be one person. It 
could be a partnership or a team of individuals. If you would like to help us 
keep our sanctuary flower-ready for worship, please let us know.  
You can contact Judy Chacon at 509-525-6618, the church office or any of the 
Deacons. Please consider this creative ministry as it wonderfully enhances our 
worship services. 

Thank you to Larry Frank, John Hughes and Turner Van Slyke for manning our 
sound system this past year. We appreciate you. This leads to a huge thank you 
to Larry Frank for creating an operating manual for the sound technicians. 
Now that the operating manual is in place, Larry is ready to train a larger team 
to be ready, or available, to work our sound system. 

February 26th is Ash Wednesday. Pastor Nathaniel has ashes available to any-
one, upon request, wishing to receive this blessing. Call or visit the office on 
Ash Wednesday. 

Please hold in your thoughts and prayers those who are struggling with grief 
and health concerns.  

May God hold you in the palm of his hand. 
May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and give you peace. 
                 ~From the Old Irish Blessing 
Judy Chacon 
Chair, Board of Deacons 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
January finds us in research mode. The PeaceJam curriculum’s Service Learning  
Project design includes investigating what’s already being done in our community to 
address our chosen action area, climate change, and whether we want to join in an  
existing effort, or start something new to fill an unmet need. We’re checking out the 
following local organizations: Kooskooskie Commons; Sustainable Living Center;  
Builders Re-Supply; BMAC Energy Efficiency Programs; Blue Mountain Land Trust; 
Sunrise Movement; he Water and Environmental Center @ WWCC; Walla Walla Basin 
Watershed Council; Walla Walla 2020; Parks, Recreation and Urban Forestry Board; 
Native Plant Society; Tri-State Steelheaders.  
Please let us know if we’re overlooking any! 

We will also be attending the Green New Deal Town Hall, sponsored by Sunrise  
Movement of Walla Walla to learn about how climate change could affect our valley, 
and hear from a panel what solutions are to be found in changing agricultural  
practices. 

In the heart of winter darkness, take heart ~ our youth are burning bright with  
passion for creating a sustainable future! 
 

Christian Education 

The Pre-K children have begun learning lessons from the Old Testament. So far, 
they’ve heard about Creation and about Noah. The parents have been asked to help 
the children find and then share, objects, pictures, etc. that relate to the upcom-
ing lesson. It was fun to see their discoveries-thank you, parents! 

"Notes from the Underground”  



 

 

Thank you to those who have served  their term and 
are  exiting. Your service and hard work is very much 
appreciated. 
Thank You and welcome to those who are new this 
year. 

  

 Members Who are Exiting a Board or Committee  
  

 Sam Kirtley  Head Usher 
 Becky Kirtley  Nominating Committee 
 Art Davila  Trustees  
 Gwyn Frasco  Christian Education 
 Mary Ann Piver Music 
 Bart Preecs  Mission & Social Concerns 
 Nicole Gryler  Mission & Social concerns 
   
  

Members Who are Joining a Board or Committee  
  

 Galen Unruh  Head Usher 

 Jon Rickard  Trustees 
 Ron Gibbs  Trustees 
 Holly Farnum  Mission & Social Concerns 
 Rodger Stevens Mission & Social Concerns 
 Sam Kirtley  Music 
 Susan Greene  Christian Education 
 Marelu Greco  Christian Education 
 Kate VanDonge Christian Education 
 Turner Van Slyke Christian Education 
 Sue Gillespie  Nominating Committee 
 Melanie Plantaric Nominating Committee 
 Jane Drabek  ...And Affirming 
 Terry Rice  ...And Affirming 
 Lucy Linker  ...And Affirming 



 

 

 

Showing This Month 
 

“The Beaver Believers”  
Saturday, February 15th, at 6:00 pm 

First Congregational Church 
73 S. Palouse Avenue, Walla Walla 

 
 

o 
This inspiring yet whimsical film captures the vision, energy, and dedication of a handful of 
activists who share a passion for restoring the North American Beaver (Castor Canadensis) to 
much of its former habitat and range. Although this goal might seem esoteric or eccen-
tric, The Beaver Believers shows us how this humble creature can not only help us restore 
streams and watersheds damaged by decades of neglect, beaver can also show us how to live 
more harmoniously with nature in an era of destabilizing climate change. 
When beaver come into a watershed, they transform the stream system to meet their own 
needs for food and security. In so doing, their dams and ponds also create the conditions nec-
essary for many other species to thrive. It’s a kind of generosity that is born of self-interest yet 
results in flourishing for all. What better metaphor to take to heart as we face the challenges 
that climate change brings? 
In the end, our film is about much more than beaver and the people who believe in them, it’s 
about a new way of understanding our watersheds and our role in nature. By “thinking like a 
beaver,” we can create more bountiful ecosystems and more plentiful water resources, while 
also providing for our own needs and enriching our human communities at the same time. 
Beavers can show us the way and do much of the work for us if we can just find the humility 
to trust in the restorative powers of nature and our own ability to play a positive role in it. 
 

 
Sarah Koenigsberg, the movie's documentarian will be in Corvallis (Oregon Beaver country 
of a different nature) on the evening of our screening; but, has promised to have one of her 
fellow collaborators on the movie project serve as a discussion facilitator.    

 
To learn more about this movie or about Meaningful Movies, visit our websites. 

https://meaningfulmovies.org/  
https://meaningfulmovies.org/neighborhoods/walla-walla/    

See you at the Movies!! 

"Our hope is not in the new year, but in the One who makes all things 

http://www.thebeaverbelievers.com/
https://meaningfulmovies.org/neighborhoods/walla-walla/
https://meaningfulmovies.org/neighborhoods/walla-walla/


 

 

 Saturday 

February 8th, 9:00 am 

All the men (members, friends, and visitors) in 
our church family are invited to share break-
fast on the second Saturday of each month.  
All you have to do is show up and be ready to 
enjoy the fellowship. 

Men’s  

Breakfast 

Ladies Lunch 

Monday, February 10th 

12:00 pm 

 
Join us  for lunch and a fun filled program that will help us all get 
better acquainted.  We will be enjoying a hearty soup and salad 
to warm our souls during what will likely be a cold rainy day.  

Please don’t forget to sign up as it helps the hostesses have an idea of how many to  
prepare for. 

On Thursday the 6th at 1:00 some ladies will be meeting at Becky Kirtley’s home to make  
candy and box it up to sell the Sunday before Valentines Day.  If you would enjoy helping, 
call Becky and she’ll give you details.  Unless we sell out of treats on the 9th, there will be 
some available for you to purchase at our meeting on the 10th. 

We had a wonderful response to our Prayer Shawl program and appreciate the enthusiasm.  
We will meet for the second half of our program time to discuss it further and show some  
ladies how to make a shawl without needles and encourage those who are interested in help-
ing with this Ministry.  We have already sent two shawls to Nathaniel to be blessed and giv-
en to people.  Anyone who likes knitting or crocheting and would like to participate please 
call Becky [525-4144].  Everyone is welcome.  Please spread the word. 
 

Kindness in words 

creates confidence. 

Kindness in thinking 

Creates profoundness. 

Kindness in giving  

creates Love.  

                  ~Lao Tzu 



 

 

 
 
 

All-Church Camp Retreat 
 

Friday, September 25th  
through  

Sunday, September 27th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mark your calendars for September 25th-27th for the All Church Retreat at Camp N-Sid-
Sen. Work has begun on the program for this weekend. If you would like to be part of the 
planning process, please contact Judy Gibbs, All Church Retreat Coordinator, at  
509/876-2387 or email address:  judysue2018@gmail.com. 
 
There will be programs for the children, youth and the adults. Music, games, crafts and out-
door activities will also be featured.  The goal is to have the program planned and published 
by the end of March.  At that time, costs for the weekend will be available and sign-ups will 
begin. 
 
Please consider joining church members at Camp N-Sid-Sen located on the shores of beauti-
ful Lake Coeur d'Alene in Idaho.  We will have Spirit Lodge available to us as well as any cab-
ins that we may need. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Judy Gibbs 
All Church Retreat Coordinator 

mailto:judysue2018@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 
“The Death and Life ofAida Hernandez: Understanding the U.S.-Mexico Border” 

 Big Ideas Talk, Walla Walla Public Library 
Thursday, February 6th, 7:00 pm 

 
Hi All, 
I will be giving a Big Ideas Talk about my new book at the WW Public Library next 
Thursday, Feb 6 at 7pm. Hope to see you there! Below is a description of the talk. 
                                ~ Aaron Bobrow-Strain 

How did the border get to be the way it is today and how could it be different? 
 Author Aaron Bobrow-Strain talks about his riveting non-fiction account of one undoc-
umented woman navigating the U.S.-Mexico border.  Taking us into detention centers, 
immigration courts, and the inner lives of Aida and other daring characters, The Death 
and Life of Aida Hernandez reveals the human consequences of militarizing what was 
once a more forgiving border. With emotional force and narrative suspense, Aaron 
Bobrow-Strain brings us into the heart of a violently unequal America. He also shows us 
that the heroes of our current immigration wars are less likely to be perfect paragons of 
virtue than complex, flawed human beings who deserve justice and empathy all the 
same. 
 
This talk weaves together history and political economy of U.S. border policies with  
explorations of the boundaries between academic writing, activism, and narrative  
nonfiction. It examines how the border came to be the way it is today, how it could be 
different, and what it means to write about the border today.  
 

http://www.aidahernandezbook.com


 

 

-Message from the Accounting Department– 

Most of you know that I am only in the office every other weekend.  
This can make things challenging if you are looking for information, 
need to make a correction, or just have a question.  If you need to get 
ahold of me, Gayle has my contact information and will be happy to 
give it out.  She has graciously marked the office calendar with dates 
that vouchers need to be turned in.  The information is also available 
in your Highlights every month.  Those are the Friday’s before I am 
scheduled to be in the office.  Getting those vouchers in helps us 
both – you get reimbursed faster, I make sure that things are recorded 
in the month they happen. 

Attention employees – due to the new IRS regulations, you don’t have 
to fill out a new W-4 this year…unless you want to make changes.  If 
that is the case, please let me know and I will get you the new form.    
Those of you who turn in time sheets for payroll, these need to be 
turned in the same day as vouchers.   
  
Thanks! 
       Kim Croft                                                                

EXPLORING “THE UNIVERSAL CHRIST” 
Tuesday, March 3rd, 6:00 pm—7:30 pm, Chapel 

& then 
Tuesdays, March 10th—April 21st, 6:30 pm—7:30 pm, Chapel 

 
You are invited to participate in a reading/discussion group guided by a book written by 
Richard Rohr, titled “The Universal Christ: How a Forgotten Reality Can Change  
Everything We See, Hope For, and Believe”. Richard Rohr is a globally recognized 
spiritual writer and teacher whose work is grounded in Christian practices of contem-
plation and compassion for the marginalized. He is the founder of the Center for Action 
and Contemplation in Albuquerque New Mexico. 
  
The group will explore what it means that Jesus was called “Christ” and how this can 
restore hope and meaning to our world. The March 3rd gathering will be from 6:00pm 
to 7:30pm. The following weekly Tuesday gatherings will be from 6:30pm to 7:30pm.  
The book, along with the Companion Guide Work Book, will be available to each 
member. 
If you would like to participate, please contact Galen Unruh to register for these eight 
weekly gatherings or to get more information. Phone: 916-300-3096  



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

       

February 2020 

Please have your vouchers turned in by the  
dates indicated  above. 

Thanks! 

Newsletter Deadline 

Tuesday, February 18th 
Please have your  

submissions in by then. 

Trustees Meeting 
Wednesday, February 12th, 6:00 pm 

Council Meeting 
Sunday, February 16th, 11:30 am 

Deacons Meeting 
Wednesday, February 12th, 6:30 pm 

Monday 
February 17th 
The office will 

be open. 

  

 Coffee With the Rev. 
Tuesday, February 4th 

8:00am-10:00am 
Coffee Perk 

Stop by and have a chat.  
Warm your body & your soul.  
   



 

 

Sign-up sheets are available in the 
atrium each Sunday following  
worship or you may call the office at 

525-8753. 

 

  

Christian Aid Dinners 
Every 3rd Sunday of the month,  
volunteers from our church prepare 
a much appreciated meal at the  
Christian Aid Center. It’s rewarding 
and it’s fun. If you are interested, 
please add your name to the sign-up 
sheet that is in the Atrium every 
Sunday. If you can’t get in, you can 
call our office at 525-8753. 
 
Our goal is to have 4 people each 
month. 
 

Sunday, February 16 
Linda Schopp 
Diana Schmidt 

Becky Kirtley with Dr. Elaine Burgess, who is  
enjoying her cozy new & handcrafted Prayer Shawl. 



 

 

 

First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

 
     

    Ministerial Leadership 

    Minister Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
     
 

    2020 Church Officers 

    Moderator  J. R. Van Slyke 
    Vice Moderator Jennifer Rickard 
    Clerk  Larry Frank 
    Treasurer  Kim Croft 
    Financial Sec. Bernie Newman 
    Asst. Fin. Sec. Jonathan Webster  
    Head Usher  Galen Unruh 
    Diaconate       Judy Chacon 
    Christian Ed Dot Willis 
    Trustees  Dana Taggart 
    Mission/Social Concern 
              Heidi McFarley 
    Music  Open 
    . . . and Affirming Open 
 
 

   Staff 
    Admin. Asst. Gayle Kubrock 
    Bookkeeper          Kim Croft 
    Custodian  Art Davila 
    Organist  Jackie Wood 
    Choir Director Julie Jones 
    Webmaster Emily Asmus    
 
     

   Church Office Hours 

    Monday- Friday 
    9 am - 2 pm 
  
 

   Pastoral Assistance 
  Church Office           525-8753 
  Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
                (608) 469-1406 
 

   We celebrate our diversity as an  
   expression of God’s Creative love.  We  
   welcome persons of all age, race, gender,     
   sexual orientation, marital status, and  
   physical and mental ability. 

You can read Pastor Nathaniel’ s sermons in 
his online blog at:  

 https:thedandelionwayblog.wordpress.com  
 Or hear them on our website at:   

www.firstchurchuccww.org. 

    
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
       
    
 

In order to protect the privacy of our 
members and friends, we do not  
display personal information in the web 
version   
  
 
 
 
  


