
  

  
“How good and pleasant it is when siblings dwell together in unity.” – Psalm 133 
 
A few weeks ago, one Thursday evening at the church, I had the opportunity to just sit 
back and take in everything that was happening in the building at that moment: 
In the Fellowship Hall the Latino Alliance and Immigrant Rights Coalition were meeting 
with sheriff candidates; in the classroom upstairs Narcotics Anonymous was busy doing 
their truly life and soul saving ministry; in the Atrium folks were gathered to support one 
another’s health with Weight Watchers; and through it all bright music and song wafted 
from the Chapel where the Dances of Universal Peace was dancing and praying.  
My heart was full to feel how full the church was of children of God from so many different 
walks of life so earnestly drawn together in shared life.  
 “Be the Church” as the United Church of Christ likes to put it. Here was our church being 
the church for folks in our community, for sake of health in spirit, health in body, mind, and 
heart, and health in society.  
Now, this isn’t easy, and seldom uncomplicated. We as people aren’t easy and uncompli-
cated, at least not all the time – we can get in our own way, or get in one another’s way, 
rather than getting out of the way and letting God through. But if you take for examples 
each of community efforts that animated our church that Thursday evening, they each in 
their own way are engaging directly with the realities of addictions, the realities of injustic-
es, the realities of our forgetfulness of the Divine, just as they are engaging with those re-
deeming forces at work in our lives when we commit our lives to God. This is what we 
need more of. This is what our community needs more of. This is what our world needs 
more of. 
So: Be the Church. Yes, Be the Church more and more abundantly.  
But also: Share the Church.  

 
I thank God for you, dear friends at First Congregational Church of Walla Walla.  
 
Peace, 
Pastor Nathaniel 
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The following might work best if you imagine Northwest Public Broadcasting’s Gillian Coldsnow 
on Super Thursday… 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
J.R. Van Slyke here.  I am the proud Moderator of First Congregational Church.  As a regular 
part of First Congregational Church, you have come to rely on relevant and meaningful Sunday 
worship experiences that feed your spirit and replenish your body with the energy and purpose 
you need to be a positive part of the world around you.  Each Sunday you enter into a faith  
community that enriches you with warm smiles, loving embraces, carefully prepared messages 
and music that keep your soul ringing well into the hustle of each new week.  Beyond Sundays, 
your faith community continues to ripple throughout the valley by serving meals, supporting  
sobriety, exploring Christian values, visiting the elderly and those in need, mentoring our children 
and adolescents, pursuing social justice, and pondering how our faith can be still more relevant 
to the world we live in.  The impact of this church is priceless, of course.  Nonetheless, for years 
we have played this vital role in Walla Walla on a shoe-string budget.  But even the leanest  
operations need resources to leverage the good work of the people involved.   
 
This is where you come in.  The Stewardship Campaign for 2019 is in its final days.  If you have 
not yet made a pledge to First Congregational Church for the coming year, we need you.  It just 
takes a moment to fill out a card (see the hymn racks in your pew) and place it in the mail (or the 
offering plate).   

Successful organizations have strategic visions that guide them.  Accordingly, we are focusing 
upon our youth ministry, our church vitality, and our outreach to our community.  These visions 
are dependent upon a modest-but-real increase to our annual budget.  We have two weeks to 
get there.  On November 11 our trustees will process the pledged gifts from our stewardship 
drive.  From this they will draft a budget.  The pledged offering that emerges from our present 
campaign will determine the vision and priorities our church can afford to pursue in the year to 
come.  Our time is now.  My hope and prayer is that several years from now, people will look 
back upon 2019 as a year that the community of First Congregational Church harnessed the  
momentum of the moment and faithfully pursued its vision of God.   

Please, be the support that our church needs in the final two weeks of this critical drive.  We 
have only two more Sundays.  In this time we need to generate 30 pledges and about 
$55,000.  Let’s make the  
vision a reality. 
 
Prayerfully, 
J.R.  

Moderator’s Missive 
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• When we realize the importance of that work in our own lives and that of the  
     community. 
• When we celebrate our accomplishments together. 
• When we acknowledge our faith at work in our lives. 

Please include the following events in your personal calendar and friends are always  
welcome! 
November 3

rd
, Saturday at 10am, in the Sanctuary—Fall/Harvest Decorating of the Church 

Bring family and friends. Bring cuttings, leaves, pumpkins, gourds, etc. that might be 
useful. We will decorate the sanctuary around the idea of fall harvest & Thanksgiving! 

November 4
th
, Sunday at 11:30am, after our church service—New Member Inquiry Class 

This is an information session for anyone interested in becoming a member of First 
Congregational Church or just interested in knowing more about who we are. Meet 
Pastor Nathaniel Mahlberg, learn more about FCC historically, where we are today 
and ask any questions you may have. Some of the Deacons will be on hand as well 
to share experiences or answer questions. Welcome! 

November 11, Sunday 11:30-12:30 after church in the Fellowship Hall—Brainstorming  
Session. 

Bring your coffee, ready to hear and share ideas around ways to better share our 
church with the wider community. Bring your thoughts and ideas and let us BRAIN-
STORM! 

November 25 & December 2, 11:30 after church, meet in the Fellowship Hall—Church Tour 
Choose your date! Stephen Wilen will be your guide. You will have the opportunity to 
see the spaces you may not know and hear a bit of the history of First Congregation-
al Church. You may even see a blueprint... After all, this is your church! 

And since December gets so busy for so many save these dates:  
 December 15—Christmas Concert 
 December 16—Christmas Pageant 

December 24—Christmas Eve Service 
To all... take time to work and play... take time to breathe and center yourself...take time to 
give thanks...take time to embrace your joy...and time to share your love.  

May the peace and joy of our Lord be with you.  ~ Judy 

Deacons Corner 

Greetings from your Deacons! 

Fall is upon us.  A time for traditions,  
celebrations, play….and work. Even the 
work can be great fun when we do it  
together. 
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OUR WHOLE 
LIVES  (OWL) 

Sunday, November 4th 2-4pm 
 The Language of Sexuality 

Sunday, November 18 2-4pm 
 Anatomy & Physiology 
    (Visuals-Anatomy) 

 

 
   
   
    

Christian Education News! 
 

On Sunday, Oct. 21, the Intermediate youth and youth group worked  to make decora-
tions for our "Day of the Dead" celebration. The next Sunday, Oct. 28, they decorat-
ed the atrium for this event. They helped to prepare the "special coffee hour" with 
foods used by the Latinos at this festival time.  Also the Youth Group met with Gayle 
Blomme in the church kitchen on the Saturday before, to make special bread for this 
coffee hour. Great job by all! 
 
OWL, our human sexuality class for middle school youth, has started to meet and will 
continue through April 2019.  We are so pleased that 9 youth and their parents 
agreed to the commitment to attend this school year. 
 
As Thanksgiving approaches, the Primary Sunday school class will be discussing the 
" Goodness" we see all around us, with the help of God. We will also be discussing, 
"Thankfulness" for people and their caring actions in our lives.  In addition, will be  
doing our service project to make cards for those we miss seeing in church, so they 
can feel connected as we celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday.  

Stay tuned as Christmas approaches with all the activities involved, including the 
Christmas Pageant on December 16th.  Parents need to furnish contact information to 
our office so we can contact you about practices for this fun event your children will 
not want to miss. More details about that to follow. 
                                                                       ~ Dot Willis 
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Busy Little Hands 
 

‘Cause sometimes it’s hard to 
wait for Thanksgiving Dinner 
and... 

PIE! 
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Fall/Harvest Decorating of the Church 
Saturday, November 3rd 

10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Invite family and friends to join in. The more, the merrier! 

If you have cornstalks, gourds, pumpkins, leaves, cuttings, even 
canned goods, we use those items to decorate with and the canned 
goods could be donated to the Wednesday Soup Lunch for use later. 

 

      Come Decorate! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Thanksgiving Potluck 
Sunday, November 18th  

Hosted by the Board of Mission and Social Concerns 

The Turkey will be provided and we are being asked to bring traditional Thanksgiving 
sides: cranberry, potatoes - mashed and sweet, stuffing, vegetable dishes, desserts 
and rolls, relish trays.  
Watch for the  sign up sheet that will be posted in the atrium so that we make sure 
that we have a good variety from each category.  

We’d love to encourage folks to invite friends and family too!  

We Gather Together 
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 Please hold these requests in 
your prayers and in your heart. 
 
In order to protect the privacy of our 
members and friends, we do not dis-
play personal information in the web 
version   
  
 

♥ Prayers for all of  those whose 
needs we don’t know, but who need to 
be lifted in prayer. 

 
 

 
 

 

  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Freda and Tom Wilhelm celebrated 
their 72nd (yes)! wedding anniversary 
at the end of September. 

 Congratulations to the Wyrembelski 
family who have purchased a home - 
meaning they must be staying here! 

 

Sunday, November 4th   
After Church 

Feeling led to explore what it means to 

join our church as a member? Join  

Pastor Nathaniel and current  

members this Sunday to discuss and 

learn.  

Interested but unable to make it, let us 

know!  

“As we express our gratitude, we 

must never forget that the highest 

appreciation is not to utter words, 

but to live by them.” 

                   ~ John F. Kennedy 
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Dances of the Universal     
Peace 

Thursday, November 4th 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

Chapel 

   Everyone is invited!   The Dances are    

   simple, and easy-to-learn circle  

   dances.  We use sacred  phrases,    

   chants, movements, and music from     

   the world’s  wisdom traditions.    
                                     ~ Led by Rena Coon 

 

Diving Deeper 
Every Wednesday at 6:30pm 

in the Chapel 
 

All are welcome!  

 

Saturday 
November 10 

9 am 

All the men (members, friends, and  
visitors) in our church family are  
invited to share breakfast on the  
second Saturday of each month.  
All you have to do is show up and 
be ready to enjoy the fellowship. 

 
 

Open Coffee With the Rev. 
Tuesday, November 6th 

8:00am-10:00am 
Olive Restaurant 

 
 Pastor Nathaniel is looking forward      
 to visiting with whomever wants to    
 drop by and talk about life, God, the   
 universe, everything, or nothing  
 special 
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Please have your vouchers turned in by the  
dates indicated  below. 

Thanks! 

Trustees Meeting 
Wednesday, November 14, 6:00 pm 

Council Meeting 
Sunday, November 20, 11:30 am 

 

Deacons Meeting 
Wednesday, November 14, 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, November 20th 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

       

November 2018 

Sunday,  

November 4th 

Help Brainstorm: How to Share our Church? 
Sunday November 11th, after Church 

Open brainstorming session, hosted by the Deacons, 

about ways we can share our church with those who may 

be yearning for a community of faith like ours.  

New ways to invite folks in? What words, images, means 

express how God is on the move here? We will take 

notes and hope to incorporate opportunities into our plans 

moving forward. We really want to hear your thoughts!  
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Dinner Groups Update   

Twenty+ people signed up to be part of 3 dinner groups at First Congregational.   They 
are now having their first gathering in members' homes.  But, if you still want to  
participate, it's not too late!   

Please contact Judy Gibbs at 876-2387 or email to judysue2018@gmail.com.  We will 
be happy to add you to our dinner groups so you can be part of the good food and  
conversation in an intimate setting!!! 

Thanks to everyone who wants to be part of this new experience at First Congregational 
Church!  ~ Judy Gibbs 

Thankfulness is the beginning of gratitude. 

Gratitude is the completion of thankfulness. 

Thankfulness may consist merely of words. 

Gratitude is shown in acts.  

               ~ Henri Frederic Amiel 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, November 22nd 
& 

Friday,      November 23rd 
 

See you again on Tuesday, 
November 27th! 

Have a blessed Thanksgiv-

The office is in need of stamps 
and copy paper. If you are able 
to contribute, it would be very 
much appreciated. 

Thank You! 

mailto:judysue2018@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS  BASKETS 

 Once again, we will adopt ten families for the Christmas season and see that each 
family receives lots of food and gifts for the kids and the parents. This has been a First 
Congregational tradition for at least 30 years, one that we all look forward to as a big 
part of our Christmas season. We will start working now with a target date for family 
pick-up on Saturday, December 15. 

 I’ve headed this project for over 20 years, and it is time to pass on the baton. This 
will be my last year. Beth Call volunteered to help this year, but for next year we need 
volunteers to organize and lead the program if we choose to continue it.  I have pages 
of guidelines that will help some new blood.  If you have a little time and a good sense 
of organization, please think about  
volunteering.       ~ Lee Coleman 

  silent night  
by Kristen Vining and River Low 

Sunday afternoon, December 15th at 4pm 
Pioneer Methodist Church 

Please come and experience this collaborative and poetic 
musical experience this coming holiday season. 
This special program will include performances from the Pio-
neer  
Methodist & First Congregational Church, as well as, the Walla 
Walla Community College singers and local professional guest 
musicians. 

Looking Ahead to Advent in December 

We again invite you to offer prepared personal reflections and testimonies  
during speak with Pastor Nathaniel if you have something to share about one of 
these themes. Even if it's a poem or song that expresses it for you. We can work 
together on how to best incorporate that into worship time. Last year this turned 
out to be Heidi, Jonathan, Lydia, and Lee each offered very moving  
reflections during the sermon time.   



12 

 

What’s Your Passion?   
You Can Do It at Pantry Shelf Food Share! 

 

 Pantry Shelf  needs YOU! 

 Active volunteers needed & valued 

 Networking, fundraising help 

 Tech website creator 

 Rewarding experience 

 Yes, to helping those in need 

 

 Sharing your wealth & talent 

 Hours open 1~3pm. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

 Everyone, young or old can give support 

 Located at Walla Walla Presbyterian Church, 325 S. First Ave. 

 Feeding over 8,300 clients a year 

 

PANTRY SHELF FOOD SHARE 

46 Years Serving the Walla Walla Valley  

        
  

 
Gwyn Frasco 

525-8353 

 
Pantry Shelf 

526-4169 

Contact Either 
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Christian Aid Dinner 
Sunday, October 21, 2018 

On Sunday morning we were all set with three volunteers to help cook dinner at the  
Center. Then, one by one, all three indicated that they would be unable to help  that after-
noon.   Luckily, as one volunteer gave me her regrets, two others standing nearby in the 
coffee line immediately said that they could help: Carmen Davila and Nikki Gryler.   Nikki 
then recruited Theo and Eric and we were all set. I love the spontaneous volunteerism of 
our FFC family! 
There is new leadership in the CAC kitchen and for some reason the food supplies are  
rather limited,  but we put together a meal that got high praise from the 50 guests.   There 
were lots of potatoes, and they were all tiny (luckily)  Carmen and Theo scrubbed and  
arranged them on trays and we popped them in the convection oven ….  ALAS, the oven 
was not heating. So into the regular oven they went, with a hope and a prayer that they 
would all be done in an hour. 
Meanwhile, Eric and Nikki made a huge pot of chili out of nothing that said “chili”.  It was  
really good, but the recipe could never be repeated.    
The greens in the fridge were rather sparse, but Carmen was undeterred. She and Theo 
chopped up peppers, cukes, tomatoes, and whatever they could find, added some dress-
ing, and it was the best salad ever. There were few cans of vegetables, so Lee searched 
the freezer and found some long-forgotten frozen peas and squash, and Eric turned them 
into a popular side dish. For dessert, there were just a few cakes and a pie, so we cut them 
into really small pieces, and got by. 
We sent food for 20 to the women’s shelter across the street, and had enough to feed the 
50 that showed up at the Center -  and the potatoes were almost soft, but no one  
complained. The meal and the community of guests turned magical, as they always do. 
Our dinner slot is always the third Sunday of each month, which will be November 18th 
this month.  We can always use help!      ~Lee Coleman  

Lee Coleman 
Carmen Davila 
Nikki Gryler 
Theo Gryler 
Dr. Eric Gryler 
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      Willing to Serve  

 

A Great Way to Serve 

Liturgist 

         November 04  Annie Charnley  
                  Eveland 
           November 11   Laurie Logsdon  
 November 18 Open 
 November 25 Open 
  

         Coffee Hour 

           November 04 Margaret Thomas &  
               Jen Rickard 
 November 11 Nikki & Elise Gryler 
 November 18       Thanksgiving Potluck 
 November 25  Holly Ross Farnum 
    
    

 

  

Sign-up sheets are available in the atrium & 
each Sunday following worship or you may 

call the office at 525-8753. 

 

 
The number of guests who come to 
our Wednesday Free Lunch Ministry 
is growing with each month. We 
need your help and generosity to 
help ensure that we can continue to 
provide a hot meal each week to all 
those who are in need.  

Every Sunday, the “Cornucopia 
Cart” will be outside the door to the 
church. We invite you to bring “Just 
One Thing” to place in the cart. The 
“one thing” can be any one of the 
 following suggestions or something 
else: 
Chicken broth, canned white,  
kidney or garbanzo beans.  
Minestrone (or) Chicken Noodle 
soup mix, sliced bread, packaged 
cookies, apple juice.  

These are the basic kitchen staples 
that we need to ensure that each of 
our guests is welcomed each week 
with a hot meal and something to 
drink. It is then our joy to give them a 
warm welcome and a big smile! 

Matthew 25:35  For I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed 
me. 
 Thank you 
  

 
Volunteer Opportunities 

Christian Aid Center 
 

Breakfast Cooks (Mon. and Fri. morning shifts)  
Barber or Hairstylist 
Chapel Speakers 
Receptionist  (Tues and Weds. shifts available) 
 
For more information contact : 
Jeannette Regalado,  
Volunteer & Donor Relations 525-7153 ext. 
114.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A35&version=ESV
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First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

 
     

    Ministerial Leadership 

    Minister Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
     
 

    2018 Church Officers 

    Moderator  J. R. Van Slyke 
    Past Moderator Mary Wilen 
    Vice Moderator Emily Asmus 
    Clerk  Larry Frank 
    Treasurer  Kim Croft 
    Financial Sec. Bernie Newman 
    Asst. Fin. Sec. Jonathan Webster  
    Head Usher  Sam Kirtley 
    Diaconate       Judy Chacon 
    Christian Ed Dot Willis 
    Trustees  Dana Taggart 
    Mission/Social Concern 
   Heidi McFarley 
    Music  Open 
    . . . and Affirming Open 
 
 

   Staff 
    Office Manager Gayle Kubrock 
    Bookkeeper           Kim Croft 
    Custodian  Irina Kostenko 
    Organist  Jackie Wood 
    Choir Director Julie Jones 
    Webmaster Parke Thomas    
 
     

   Church Office Hours 

    Tuesday - Friday 
    9 am - 2 pm 
  
 

   Pastoral Assistance 
  Church Office           525-8753 
  Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
     (608) 469-1406 

 We celebrate our diversity as an  
 expression of God’s Creative love.  We  
 welcome persons of all age, race, gender,     
 sexual orientation, marital status, and  
 physical and mental ability. 

You can read Pastor Nathaniel’ s sermons in 
his online blog at:  

 https:thedandelionwayblog.wordpress.com  
 Or hear them on our website at:   

www.firstchurchuccww.org. 

    
   
 
 
 
 
  
In order to protect the privacy of our members 
and friends, we do not display personal infor-
mation in the web version   
  
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations and Abundant 
Blessings in the coming year! 


