
  

Jubilee, O friends, sing Jubilee! 
Jubilee is the theme we have been exploring this season of preparation for Easter. 

Jubilee may at first seem too bright and upbeat for Lent, which we usually associate 
with fasting and austerity. But the whole point of any of that fasting is liberation. And 
more importantly for Lent in Easter, liberation at its the most profound level is whole 
point of Jesus’ life, teaching, death, and resurrection. Jesus himself proclaimed Jubilee. 
So, Lent is a time when we can practice liberation from addictions or distractions or  
delusions that keep us from knowing God and God’s mercy.  

With that comes relief! Like spring after a hard winter. 
One way to understand the New Life we celebrate at Easter is to see that Jesus 

embodied God’s Jubilee. Jesus showed that Jubilee will triumph in the end. As such he 
challenged the world and the world’s ways of death with the holy way of forgiveness, 
mercy, and divine love. Through our trust in this, we may receive freedom from sin and 
from the debt and shame due to sin. 

The theme of Jubilee can be inspiring to explore.  
Jubilee first came with Moses. In his holy laws he instructed his people to honor 

God by proclaiming larger sabbaths across society, every seven years and every seven-
by-seven years. Every seventh-year the land was to lie fallow and people were to  
cancel all debts owed. (Lending, by the way, was not supposed to be at interest. People 
were obligated to sincerely work to repay debts. But if poverty prevented repayment, 
the commandment is for mercy). After every forty-nine years, people who had had been 
enslaved were to be freed, any land that had been taken was to be returned.  

Since Moses, the Hebrew Prophets would renew the call for Jubilee. The meaning 
would evolve with their continuing revelation of what it means for people and societies 
to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with their God.  

It was the great prophet Isaiah whose words of Jubilee Jesus claimed at the out-
break of his ministry: “The Spirit of the Holy One is upon me, because God has anoint-
ed me to bring good news to the poor. God has sent me to proclaim release to the cap-
tives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18).  
This Easter season may we experience and explore the fulfillment of that Good News 
of Jubilee which we know through Christ.   
 
Peace,  
   Pastor Nathaniel 
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 Here Comes the Sun… 

This month I would like to use this column to  
introduce an exciting idea that has taken root within 
our church in recent months.  In the March  
meetings of the Trustees and Council, our  
leadership has agreed to explore a project with  
tremendous symbolic and practical benefit to our 
faith community: solar energy.  This effort dates 
back a couple years when our church first  
commissioned a bid from a local energy provider. 
When the figures finally came back just over a year 
ago, our leadership felt the timing wasn’t quite 
right for that financial and logistical undertaking.  
 
The trustees and council have determined that this 
may be a better time to embark upon such a  
project.  Dr. Erik Gryler has been critical to this  
effort and our church leadership is appreciative of 
his persistence in helping revive this exciting new 
idea.   
 
As positive as the initial responses to this idea have 
been, we are not yet convinced that enough mem-
bers of our church family have had the chance to 
learn, examine and discuss the plan that’s being  
explored.  To this end, Erik, Pastor Nathaniel, Dana 
and J.R. are inviting interested community mem-
bers to a meeting in the church fellowship hall  
following our regular service on Palm Sunday, 
April 14th.  This will be an opportunity to learn 
more about the vision, promise, logistics and costs 
of bringing solar energy to our church and the  
community at large.  
  
I join a host of church leaders in inviting you to 
come learn, comment, and help us determine how a 
project like this might help us live into the promise 
of God and Creation. 
 
With light and love, 
JR 

Bible 101 
Sunday,  April  7  11:30am-12:30pm    
The Gospels – A 50-minute Tour 

Sunday,  April 14  11:30am-12:30pm  
The New Testament Letters – An  
Insufficient Summary 
 
These 2 classes will complete the  
series.  
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The Annual Meeting 2019 of our Pacific Northwest Conference of the UCC 
will be held Saturday, April 27 at the First Congregational Church in Bellevue, 
WA.   

Please consider joining Pastor Nathaniel and others. We are invited especially 
to a session on Friday April 26th with the two other churches doing the Church 
Vitality Pilot Project. 

The Annual Meeting include worship, work, food, and fellowship. Check-in  
begins at 7:45am April 27th. Meeting ends at 5pm.  

Our theme is Many Gifts: One Spirit. Bring the gift of your presence! The cost 
of registration is $85; $20 for children (discount available for those who  
register before April 5th). 

Register at: https://bit.ly/2CiuIyh 
Or contact Gayle at our church office by either calling 525-8753 (please leave 
a message if we’re not in) or by sending an e-mail to office@fcchurch.net. 

“From the standpoint of daily life, however, there is one 
thing we do know: that we are here for the sake of each 
other-above all for those upon whose smile and well-being 
our own happiness depends, and also for the countless un-
known souls with whose fate we are connected by a bond of 
sympathy. Many times a day I realize how much my own outer 
and inner life is built upon the labors of my fellow men 
[and women], both living and dead, and how earnestly I 
must exert myself in order to give in return as much as I 
have received.” 
                             ~Albert Einstein 

https://bit.ly/2CiuIyh
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        Sunday, April 14th ~ 10:00 am 
Please join us as we prepare ourselves for Easter. A celebration of palm procession and the 
retelling of the Passion story 

        A Service of Light & Shadow 
     Thursday, April 18th~ 6:30 pm 
Those who have come to this service in the past have found it a particularly moving experience. 
For Maundy Thursday we commemorate the Last Supper, by candlelight, at tables in the  
sanctuary. A soup dinner will follow in the Atrium. Please bring soup to share.   

     Friday, April 19th ~ 4:00 pm 
In preparation for the joyful flowering of the cross on Easter Sunday, meet us at our labyrinth 
on Good Friday for a simple ceremony as we burn the prayers that we have placed on the 
cross during Lent. 

     Easter Sunday Service 
        Sunday, April 21st ~ 10:00 am 
Join us on Easter Sunday as we celebrate the resurrection with flowers and chimes. As  
always, Easter worship is a family service. Childcare is available after the Children’s  
Message for preschool through 2nd grade. Older children are invited to stay for the  
entire service. 
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Greetings from your Board  
of Deacons! 

 
While we have been examining our faith and reaching out in prayer 
to prepare ourselves for the coming of Easter, winter seems to have 

loosed its grip on us. Perhaps fitting, as it may reflect our growth and coming out of the dark-
ness. We pray you be well. We continue our journey through Lent and Holy Week. 

 April 14
th,

 we celebrate Palm Sunday. As Jesus entered Jerusalem, the crowds spread 
their garments on the road and branches cut from trees. They greeted him with shouts of 
“Hosanna to the Son of David” and “Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord!” 

 April 18
th
, Maundy Thursday, we gather at 6:30pm to remember that last supper and 

reflect on the betrayal as it is foretold by our Lord. As the last supper was partaken by Jesus 
with his disciples, we will share our soup and bread supper with each other. If you have a 
crockpot, we invite you to make a soup to share. Bread and juice will be provided. 

 April 19
th
, Good Friday, we will gather 4pm at the labyrinth (in the parking lot across 

Marcus street). Good Friday we remember our Lord was crucified. We will come together to 
burn all of our prayers gathered from the cross, sending our prayers once again to the  
heavens. 

 April 21
st
 is Easter! We awake to our risen Lord! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

May we walk this journey hand in hand. 

SPECIAL EASTER COFFEE HOUR 
Easter morning after our service, we will continue our celebration in fellowship at our Special 
Easter Coffee Hour! Everyone is invited to bring finger foods to share. The deacons will host 
this coffee hour. 

A FEW REQUESTS 
Donations for Easter flowers are now being accepted through April 17

th
. Donations may be 

made in honor of, in memory of or in celebration of people or events. Ear mark this donation 
for “Easter flowers.” Donations can be made to the office or placed in the offering plate on 
Sunday mornings. Easter morning, the bulletin will reflect the donors and the people or 
events being honored.  If you have flowers in your garden Easter morning, you might consid-
er bringing them to adorn our sanctuary! Thank you all for providing these beautiful flowers 
for our Easter celebration! 

Join us for church on April 7
th
 as Mark Boyd, our N-Sid-Sen camp director will provide our 

sermon and visit with us after church about church camp. N-Sid-Sen is a beautiful UCC 
church camp located right on Lake Coeur d’Alene, near Harrison, Idaho. Consider taking 
time to bring N-Sid-Sen into your faith journey. 

We would like to have more people trained on our new sound system. If you would be willing 
and interested, please contact Judy Chacon at 509-525-6618 or message Gayle at the 
church office. We will set up a time for Larry Frank to do the training. Thank you! 
May you experience all of the blessings this season has to offer..... Amen 
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Each Easter we all have the opportunity to take 
part in decorating the Sanctuary with beautiful 
spring flowers. 
  
Your financial donation will ensure that all who join 
us on Easter Sunday will be warmly welcomed by 
the colorful display of God’s creation. 
  
You may designate your donation to be in memory 
of, in honor of, or in celebration of a person or 
event close to your heart. A list of all names and  
celebrations will be inserted in our Sunday bulletin 
on Easter Sunday. 
  
Please return your donation, along with the needed  
information listed below, to the church office by  
Wednesday, April 17th. You may also earmark 
your check *Easter Flowers* and place it in the  
offering plate on any Sunday prior to Easter. 
  

Your Name: 
_____________________________________________ 

  

  

In Memory of:  
_____________________________________________ 

  

  

In Honor of:  
_____________________________________________ 

  

  

In Celebration of:  
_____________________________________________ 

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 Easter  

 Coffee Hour 
  
  

Please join us in the Atrium for a 

special coffee hour, served up with 

a sweet helping of fellowship,  

after worship on Easter Sunday, 

April 21st 

  

  

  

Please bring your favorite finger 

food, sweet or savory, to share. 
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2019 Registration 
UCC Camps & Retreats 

 N-SID Camp Director, Mark Boyd will be our guest speaker, Sunday, April 7th.  

He will also be sharing more information about the camp during fellowship time 
and will be available to answer questions. There has been some interest in attending 
a session as a church at the camp on the beautiful Lake Coeur D’Alene. 

Pamphlets and registration forms are available in the Narthex or you may register 
online at: www.n-sid-sen.org. 

 

April is Layette Month! 
Sunday, March 31st, a typical layette will be displayed in the Atrium. 

 
So far, in 2019, 3 layettes (2 girls and 1 boy), have been delivered to Helpline. The 
next layette (boy) will be on display and is for a baby boy due in mid-April. 

Check out all that is put together from our church for Helpline. Most clothes and 
many items are donated or purchased at Goodwill or at local stores. 
A typical layette includes 3 newborn baby outfits and an outfit each for 3, 6, 9, and 
12-month-old babies, a towel, wash cloths, blankets, a jacket or two, hat, disposable 
diapers, body wash, wipes, and a special stuffed toy. 

  

We welcome donations of clothing, newborn up to 12 months. We also welcome  
financial donation support. 
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Spring Retreats 

Clergy Retreat        April 22-24      “Coming Together” 
Women’s Retreat    May   17-19            “Weave us Together” 
Work Camp             June 10-15             “Working Together” 
  

Summer Camps   
Curriculum Theme: “Peace Works, Empowering the next generation of Peacemakers”   

Intermediate Camp (Entering Grades 5-6) 
July 7~ July 13 

Junior High Camp (Entering 7th, 8th, 9th grades) 
July 7~ July 13 

Kid’s Camp (Entering Grades 2-4) 
July 14 ~ July 17 

Senior High Camp (Entering Grades 10-Entering College) 
July 14 ~ July 20 

Emerging Adult Retreat  
July 19 ~ July 21 

Family Camp #1  
July 20 ~ August 3 

Family Camp #2 aka Camp Together 
August 4 ~ August 10 

 
Fall Retreat 

Fall Youth Event (Jr. & Sr. High) 
September 20 ~ September 22 
 

 Registering 
If you’re interested in attending one or more of these camp experiences, 
It’s easy!  Just log onto www.n-sid-sen.org and click on the camp you 
wish to attend and then “Register for this session”. It’s THAT easy! 
  

  
  

    2019                                               

  N-SID-SEN 
CAMP & RETREAT CENTER  

Lake Coeur d’Alene 
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OUR WHOLE LIVES  (OWL) 
 

Sunday, April 14,    2:00pm-4:00pm  
 Contraception & Safer Sex 
 
Sunday, April 28,    1:30pm-5:00pm 
 Sexual Decision Making 
 Communicating with a Sexual Partner 
 
Sunday, May 5,      2:00pm-4:00pm 
 Sexuality, Social Media, and the Internet/

Pornography 
 
      

 

 

Love Is.. 

“When you love somebody, your 
eyelashes go up and down and  
little stars come out of you.” 

                           Karen, age 7  

 

“You're braver than you believe, 
stronger than you seem, and 
smarter than you think  
                    - Christopher Robin”  
 

― A. A. Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh  

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1225592
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Mandela Project 
  During Lent the Primary Sunday School class explored the subject of    
 "prayer".  Prayer can be done many ways, as we know, so we tried out verbal,  
  quiet, musical and sand art (Mandela). In the art of Mandela, prayer is in the  
  imagining of an image and then creating it so it has meaning for that individual.  

The Mandela sand is not saved so Dot snapped a few photos of some of the 
prayers and the creators, before they were all gone. 



11 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Dances of the Universal     
Peace 

Thursday, April 11th 

7:00 pm—8:00 pm 
Chapel 

   Everyone is invited!   The Dances are    

   simple, and easy-to-learn circle  

   dances.  We use sacred  phrases,    

   chants, movements, and music from     

   the world’s  wisdom traditions.    
                                     ~ Led by Rena Coon 

 
 

Open Coffee With the Rev. 

Tuesday, April 9th 
8:00am-10:00am 
Olive Restaurant 

 
 Pastor Nathaniel is looking forward      
 to visiting with whomever wants to    
 drop by and talk about life, God, 
the  universe, everything, or nothing  
 special 
 
 

 
  Men’s  
          Breakfast 

 Saturday, April 13th at 9:00am 

All the men (members, friends, and visitors) in our 
church family are invited to share breakfast on the 
second Saturday of each month.  All you have to do is 
show up and be ready to enjoy the fellowship. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

       

April 2019 

Trustees Meeting 
Wednesday, April 10, 6:00 pm 

Council Meeting 
Wednesday, April 17, 6:30 pm 

Deacons Meeting 
  Wednesday, April 10, 6:30 pm 

Please have your vouchers turned in by the  
dates indicated  above. 

Thanks! 

   Help us to be ever faithful  
   gardeners of the spirit, who     
   know that without darkness    
   nothing comes to birth, and     
   without light nothing flowers.  
                              May Sarton 
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Christian Aid Dinner 
Sunday, March 17th, 2019 

 

We cooked and served dinner on St. 
Patrick’s Day at the Christian Aid  
Center to a crowd of about 60 guests 
plus 25 at the women’s shelter across 
the street. 

This month we made a simple  
vegetarian pasta dish, a great salad, 
green beans and diced tomatoes,  
garlic bread and of course a selection 
of pies and cakes. 

The cooks were  Cheryl  Pira, Jill and 
Eliza Juers, and Lee Coleman.   
Arriving to help serve were Doug and 
Henry Juers..  Chris, the weekend 
kitchen manager, lent his wisdom and 
help when needed.    

The guests let us know that dinner 
was a success! 

Our next day to cook and serve will 
be EASTER SUNDAY,  April 21st, and 
we could use some volunteers on this 
special day.         
                                ~ Lee Coleman  

Back Row: Jill Juers, Lee Coleman, Cheryl Pira 
Front Row: Eliza Juers 

Henry & Doug Juers 
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            Willing to Serve  

A Great Way to Serve 

                    Liturgist 

 April 7  Cheryl Pira 
 April 14  Annie Charnley Eveland 
 April 21  Laurie Logsdon 
 April 28  Open 
 May 5   Open 

             Coffee Hour 

 April 7  Jill Juers 
 April 14  Open 
 April 21  Open 
 April 28  Open 
 May 5   Open 

Sign-up sheets are available in the atrium & 
each Sunday following worship or you may 

call the office at 525-8753. 

Lenten Prayer  
by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

  If we just talk of thoughts and prayers 
  And don't live out a faith that dares, 
  And don't take on the ways of death, 
  Our thoughts and prayers are fleeting breath. 
  If we just dream of what could be 
  And do not build community, 
  And do not seek to change our ways, 
  Our dreams of change are false displays. 
  If we just sing of doing good 
  And don't walk through our neighborhood 
  To learn its hope, to ease its pain, 
  Our talk of good is simply vain. 
  God, may our prayers and dreams and songs 
  Lead to a faith that takes on wrongs — 
  That works for peace and justice, too. 
  Then will our prayers bring joy to you. 
  Amen 

 

Pastor Nathaniel will be 
away  Monday, April 1st 
through Saturday April 6th.  
He will be back & preaching 
on Sunday. April 7th. 
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First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

 
     

    Ministerial Leadership 

    Minister Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
     
 

    2019 Church Officers 

    Moderator  J. R. Van Slyke 
    Past Moderator Mary Wilen 
    Vice Moderator Jennifer Rickard 
    Clerk  Larry Frank 
    Treasurer  Kim Croft 
    Financial Sec. Bernie Newman 
    Asst. Fin. Sec. Jonathan Webster  
    Head Usher  Sam Kirtley 
    Diaconate       Judy Chacon 
    Christian Ed Dot Willis 
    Trustees  Dana Taggart 
    Mission/Social Concern 
   Heidi McFarley 
    Music  Open 
    . . . and Affirming Open 
 
 

   Staff 
    Office Manager Gayle Kubrock 
    Bookkeeper          Kim Croft 
    Custodian  Irina Kostenko 
    Organist  Jackie Wood 
    Choir Director Julie Jones 
    Webmaster Parke Thomas    
 
     

   Church Office Hours 

    Tuesday - Friday 
    9 am - 2 pm 
  
 

   Pastoral Assistance 
  Church Office           525-8753 
  Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
     (608) 469-1406 

   We celebrate our diversity as an  
   expression of God’s Creative love.  We  
   welcome persons of all age, race, gender,     
   sexual orientation, marital status, and  
   physical and mental ability. 

You can read Pastor Nathaniel’ s sermons in 
his online blog at:  

 https:thedandelionwayblog.wordpress.com  
 Or hear them on our website at:   

www.firstchurchuccww.org. 

    
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

  In order to protect the privacy of our 
members and friends, we do not  
display personal information in the web 
version   
  
   
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
  
  
  
 
 

Blessings & here’s to the best 
year yet! 


