
  

  

  

 

 

 

We have some exciting news: 

Our dear church has been chosen by the Pacific Northwest Conference of the United 
Church of Christ to receive the benefit of a church development program they are newly  
offering to three churches in the Conference. The Conference leadership has noticed that 
an exciting spirit is at work here and they are wishing to feed that vitality.  

This new program entails several levels of support. Our Conference Minister for Church 
Vitality, Rev. Courtney Stange-Traeger, will work closely with our church leadership and 
myself for six months to explore our church’s character, strengths and challenges. A  
member of the Conference’s Church Development Committee will also work with us as a 
mentor. There will then be the opportunity to apply for a church development grant for 
what we determine to be an effort that will feed vitality in our church. 

What does vitality mean in a community of faith? How are we experiencing a vital, living, 
nourishing spirit at work among us? How are we not? What are needs and hungers? 
Challenges? Enduring strengths? Visions? Excitements? 

What can you say about how God has been at work for you through our church  
community? How has this church been a fellow-worker in the story of the Good News in 
our town?  
I am eager to continue exploring this with all of you. 

Rev. Courtney will join us to preach at the Worship in the Park September 9
th
. She is an 

outstanding and personable preacher, pastor, leader, and human being.  
 
Peace 
     Pastor Nathaniel 
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Greetings through the smoke and haze of late summer.   

Creation groans, thirsts, and sweats even as we turn our attention toward fall.  Special 
prayers to all of those who are experiencing duress and disruption at the hands of this  
extra hot fire season. 

Fall generally marks a pronounced shift for many of us: our youth return to school, our 
farmers turn to harvest, and we all generally become more focused as the days become 
shorter, quieter, and colder.  Our church recognizes this change of season, in part, 
through its annual stewardship campaign.  Think of stewardship as our collective  
imperative to take care of the church and ministries that have been entrusted to us.  Our 
church has been blessed with a history that reaches back over 150 years.  That’s inspir-
ing.  However, the present and future of First Congregational Church are no less inspiring.  
Our faith community is as relevant today as ever with members supporting our church 
and the Walla Walla Valley in critical ways – feeding the hungry, housing the cold,  
advocating for the vulnerable, counseling the addicted, instilling values of love, and simply 
being in community with one another.  We are doing great things.   

In the coming weeks, our church leadership will be convening a stewardship campaign to 
help ensure that First Congregational Church remains a vital force for good in our valley.  
Here’s what you can expect.  You have already received a pastor evaluation form (some 
in the mail, others arrived from Gayle via an email attachment).  Please complete this and 
get it back to our church office at your earliest convenience, no later than Sunday, Sept. 
9th.  Going forward, this will be an important tool that we use as a part of our annual 
budgeting, and hence, stewardship process.  As we move into September and October, 
our stewardship committee will be presenting to the congregation its vision for the coming 
year as well as the importance of our collective commitment to stewardship.  Once  
finished in late fall, our stewardship campaign will help us finalize our budget and  
determine the degree to which our vision and financial support align.  If you have  
questions, or would like to discuss how First Congregational Church can play a more 
meaningful role in your giving, please reach out to me or some other member of the  
Trustees or Church Council. 

These are exciting times for First Congregational Church, and I am honored to be inviting 
you to join us in keeping First Congregational Church a powerful reminder that God  
continues to speak in our community and beyond. 

Sincerely, 
           J.R. 

Moderator’s Missive 

“The whole idea of compassion is based on the keen awareness of the interdependence of 

all living beings which are all part of one another and all involved in one another...The 

whole purpose of life is to live by love.”               ~ Thomas Merton 
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Annual Church Picnic and Worship 

On Sunday, September 9
th
, at 10 AM, our worship service will be held at Wildwood Park, 

on Division St. between Isaacs and Alder.  That Sunday, there will be no worship service at 
the church; we will all meet at Wildwood for worship before the picnic.  Worship, prayer 
and singing, eating, conversation and fun for all ages will be enjoyed in the beautiful  
outdoors!  Please arrive a bit early so we have time to set up the food and chairs before 
the worship service. 

The choir will be part of the service for the first Sunday since May, and the theme of the 
day will be Sustainability. Also, we will have a guest speaker, Rev. Courtney Stange-
Traeger, who will introduce us to new challenges as a concerned church in our community 
and the world. 

There will be special games and activities for the children. 

Chicken will be provided by the Diaconate. 

Please bring:  

  1.  A salad or hot dish made with “in season” fruits or veggies.  (Shouldn’t be 
               hard.  What isn’t in season in September!) 
  2.  A place setting for yourself. 
  3.  A drink of your choice. 
  4.  A folding chair (benches are at the site.) 

We look forward to this annual event and hope everyone can attend! 

     ~The Board of Deacons     
     

 
 

   

 
Our Worship in the Park will be made even more special this 
year due to an outstanding guest preacher: Rev. Courtney 
Stange-Tregear, Minister of Church Vitality for our Pacific 
Northwest Conference of the United Church of Christ.  

Pastor Courtney and a representative of the Conference's Church Development  
Committee will be working with us for six months on feeding the vitality our church  
community is enjoying. We are among three churches in the conference chosen to pilot 
this church vitality program.  
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Sunday School Teacher Needed 
For our toddler and pre-school class 

 
Hours: 

Sunday 9:50 am - 11:30 am  
with additional childcare from 11:30-12 noon as needed.  

Compensation:  
$30/Sunday, plus $5 when childcare needed 11:30-12 noon 

 
 
Responsibilities:  
• Present simple, short curriculum to toddler through pre-K children 
(curriculum provided), and 
      facilitate short activity related to curriculum. (Every Sunday) 
• Provide childcare for infant through pre-K children including toileting and diapering as needed.     
      (Every Sunday) 
• Facilitate play time for pre-K through 5th grade children for an additional half hour after Sunday   
      School as needed. 
• Help clean and organize classroom/ childcare space at end of lesson. 
• Create and promote a fun, safe and welcoming classroom environment for children with families and     
      backgrounds diverse in ethnicity, race, gender identity and family structure. 
• Provide accurate account of hours worked to church bookkeeper via email. 
• Collaborate with Christian Education Committee and other volunteers. 
• Other duties as assigned. 
 
Job Requirements: 
• Experience working and/or volunteering with young children. 
• Age 18 or older. 
• Ability to safely lift and carry young children, including up/ down 3 flights of stairs. 
• Must pass a national background check for working with minors. 
 
Inquiries: Please E-mail office@fcchurch.net 

Thank You from 
Our Hearts 

After many years of 
lovingly caring for and 
teaching our little ones 
about the love of God, 
Mariah Bradley has  
decided to step down 
as the Sunday School 

teacher for our pre-school children.  

Mariah, we so appreciate your loving 
spirit and devotion to our children every  
Sunday.  
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Here’s What’s Happening 

Worship in the Park, Sunday School, and OWL 
 

Wildwood Park on Sept 9 will include the usual games and fun for youngsters after the 

Children's time in the outdoor church service. 

Sunday School will start the next Sunday on Sept. 16 for the school season. 

For the second year, the 7th and 8th graders, will have the option to embrace OWL, an 

acclaimed UCC and UU course on human sexuality, beginning in October.  The required 

parent only meeting will take place Oct. 1 from 6:30-8:30 to share an introduction to this 

wonderful program available to their youth.  The class time will begin October 21 and 

continue through April, 2019. 

We are advertising at this time for a loving teacher for our Preschool Sunday School 

class as Mariah retires after many wonderful years as our caring instructor.   

Information can be found on Facebook and was sent out as a Midweek moment entry 

August 12.  Gayle, in our office, can get the information to those that call the office. 

 

Dot 

 

 

 

School Supplies Drive 

Sponsored by Christian Education committee 

  

Appreciation goes out to everyone who donated school supplies and money for this  

effort.  If there is anyone who missed this chance to support the youth,  we still do 

need donations of money to fund expenses.  You can donate by putting money labeled 

for School Supplies Drive in the collection plate or take it to the office. 

We sorted school supplies Sunday, August 19, after church, with some adults and two 

youth filling backpacks from school lists for 15 students from Lincoln Terraces.  It was 

exhilarating to see the bags fill up rapidly from the pile of supplies. 

On the evening of Thursday, August 23, the youth group is invited to a BBQ at Lincoln  

Terraces.  The backpacks will be delivered to each child at that time which makes this  

effort very heartwarming.  

 

Pictures of the day are on the next page. 

 

Dot 

Christian Education News 

Read All About It! 
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New backpacks! New school supplies! Tie-dye!  Haircuts! A BBQ and smiles all around! 

 This was a pretty great day! 

Thank you so much to all who made this day happen for these families. 
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Cedar Lake Tales ~ Part 3 
 I just finished taking down and rolling up 19 tents and storing them for the winter in our 
cabin loft. The campers can’t do it because they leave early in the morning when the dew 
hasn’t yet dried.   It’s a big job for me, but one of Chip’s favorites. She gets to play in her 
very favorite woods, checking in on me occasionally. We were both  ready to jump in the 
lake when all 19 were down. 
Camp has been overflowing for many weeks.  My two daughters and their families and 
dogs were here for three weeks. We worked the four grandkids pretty hard clearing the 
woods and burning brush. They also did most of the staining on some new construction, a 
lot of the cooking and some tent repair. They have aged into workers, not just players, 
and  they feel more of an ownership of it all. They are expert kayakers, swimmers, fire 
builders, and woodsmen, and we can trust them in the woods and on the lake. (Although 
the two high school boys are quite fearful of wolf spiders and large moths.) 

Our first swim camp was the largest we’ve ever had: 35 campers and 12 leaders. The 
swimmers  ages 14 – 18, were from all over the country and all good athletes. Each 
morning at 7 AM they started hiking three miles to the end of Cedar Lake and swam the 
three miles back to camp. That took about 90 minutes. Then they were ready for the real 
challenges of the day, usually including more swimming, hiking, running, kayaking  and 
canoeing.  Each day had a theme: Inclusion, Giving back, Shaping of long term 
goals, and  Mental health.  Our evening discussions were deep and lively.  Each person, 
campers and leaders alike, was asked to bring a favorite book and talk about it … and 
then leave it at camp for our library.  We all worked for a day at the Steger Wilderness 
Center and filled a huge new woodshed with split firewood. If folks have  doubts about the 
quality and potential of  young people today,  I wish they could see these kids. They are 
truly amazing - AND they had no phones all week and never missed them.  

Our next camp was for 22 middle school kids, ages 11-14, and nine leaders, and the 
group included several really tiny eleven-year-olds.  They were all tough, excited to be at 
camp and always ready for hard challenges. On their last day all 22 made the three mile 
swim, and then a 12 mile hike and several hours of swimming challenges. We gave them 
a little extra free time to kayak, paddle board, swim, and relax in the hammocks … and to 
explore the  wilderness on their own.  At the week’s end every kid admitted to being 
pushed to his or her limits, but doing some things they never thought possible. We don’t 
shelter our kids here or hold their hands too long, and in the end, they are so proud of 
their accomplishments. 

Following the last camp, my daughter Kim’s husband, David and daughter Sarah, visited 
for a few days. Kim passed away three years ago, and this was one of her favorite  
Places, so they renewed old ties and made new memories. 

This week we have had two sighting of a black wolf within a mile of our camp. I’m trying to 
keep Chip a little closer, but she dearly loves to run and explore. In the evenings she is 
definitely on a leash!  She is no match for a hungry wolf! 

And a last note.   Our baby loon is doing very well. It is about three quarters grown and 
still swims with at least one parent. The loon family lets me paddle quite close and we talk 
together. The baby is gray with a white breast and now has its red eye. It has only two 
more months to grow and learn to take off and fly to the gulf.  Since its parents will be 
gone by then, it will be on its own.  We pray for its safety and hope to see it next year. 
See you in September.     With love to all,                  Lee   and Chip, too. 



8 

Farewell to Cedar Lake 
for now... 

 
  Good Times!  

Enjoying sharing their 
adventures!! 
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In order to protect the privacy of 
our members and friends, we do 
not display personal information 
in the web version  
  
 

 
 

 Steve Wilen will again portray our 
quirky founding pastor Peasley  

      Chamberlain, at a Fort  Walla Walla    
      Living History event on Sunday,    
      Sept. 23rd at  2 pm. 
 
 Zoe Leonhard was thrilled to be in a 

3rd row seat to hear renowned  
      speaker Temple Grandin in Seattle        
      recently. Temple is a scientist who     
      specializes in animal behavior, which         
      is an interest of Zoe's. Temple  
      teaches animal science at Colorado     
      State University. Temple and Zoe     
      both are diagnosed with high  
      functioning autism. Zoe's parents are    
      Carolyn and Brent Leonhard and    
      grandparents Jan and Bill Eyestone. 

 

DINNER  GROUPS  COMING  THIS  FALL 

An opportunity to get to know one another over 
good food and conversation in members’ 
homes.   Couples and singles are invited to  
participate in these intimate gatherings.   

Sign-ups will begin in September through  
inserts in Sunday bulletins.  Monthly meetings 
will begin in October. 

You will be asked, when signing up, to let us 
know how many people you can accommodate 
in your home (6 to 8, including host/s).  After 
you are assigned to a group, you will be given a 
list of their names.  Then, let the fun begin! 

Please look for more information in the October 
newsletter and mid-week messages, as well as 
announcements on Sunday. 

Judy Gibbs 
876-2387 or judysue2018@gmail.com  

  

mailto:judysue2018@gmail.com


10 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Dances of the Universal     
Peace 

Thursday, September 13 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

Chapel 

   Everyone is invited!   The Dances are    

   simple, and easy-to-learn circle  

   dances.  We use sacred  phrases,    

   chants, movements, and music from     

   the world’s  wisdom traditions.    
                                     ~ Led by Rena Coon 

Saturday, September 8th 
9:00 am 

All men, (members, friends & visitors) 
are welcome.  All you have to do is  
come hungry for good food and  
fellowship! 
 

 Sunday, September 9th 

Our choir will be kicking off the 
annual Worship in the Park service. 
 
Welcome back, we hope you had a  

wonderful summer! 

 

First Day of Sunday School 
Sunday, September 16th 

Parents and children, it’s that time 
of year again. Welcome back, we’ve 
sure missed you and hope you’ve had 
some awesome summer adventures! 

We have 3 classes again this year: 
• Preschool 
• Primary (grades K-2) 
• Intermediate (grades 3-5) 

Looking forward to see you there. 
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Please have your vouchers turned in by the  
dates indicated  below. 

Thanks! 

Trustees Meeting 
Wednesday, September 12th, 6:00 pm 

Council Meeting 
Sunday, September 16th, 11:30 am 

 

Deacons Meeting 
No meeting this month 

Tuesday, September 18 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

September 2018 

Soup Lunch Ministry 
In August our volunteers served a  

total of 359 meals! Thank you all for 
your hard work and dedication. 

 
Volunteer Opportunities 

 Soup makers September 12th & 
September 29th 

If you can help, please call - 

Linda Schopp (509) 876-2063 
Judy Chacon (509) 525-6618 
Priscilla Ingebrigtsen (303) 915-1643     

or   
Our office  (509) 525-8753 

Thank you! 

 Our volunteers, including the members        
 of our boards, are the heart of the    
 church and are the people who keep   
 things ticking!  Boundless thanks and 
profuse appreciation for ALL that each 
and every one of you do.     

2018 Pledges 

Pledge statements have gone out, and consider 
it a reminder.  If you do not expect to be able to 
pay your complete pledge by the end of the 
year, please notify the Financial Secretary. The 
church budget is based on pledges made last 
year.     

Thank you ~ Bernie Newman 
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 Summer  break is over and things are                           
 starting to hop around here, which means 
  …..projects and postage.  If you are able        
  to help by buying some stamps for the  
  office , please just drop them by at your    
  convenience 
                          ~ Thank you very much! 

This ‘n That 

 
 We are constituted so that simple     
 acts of kindness, such as giving to    
 charity or expressing gratitude, have   
 a positive effect on our long-term    
 moods. The key to the happy life, it   
 seems, is the good life: a life with  
 sustained relationships, challenging   
 work, and connections to community.  

                                     Paul Bloom 

 

Rest when you're weary. 

Refresh and renew 

yourself, your body, 

your mind, your spirit. 

Then get back to work.  

            Ralph Marston 
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      Willing to Serve  

A Great Way to Serve 

Liturgist 

  September 2  Annie Charnley     
                                                        Eveland 
  September 9 Worship in the Park 
  September 16  Marty Manahan 
  September 23  Open  
  September 30  Open 

   

     Coffee Hour 

  September 2  Open 
  September 9 Worship in the Park  
  September 16  Open 
  September 23  Open 
  September 30  Open 
   

Sign-up sheets are available in the atrium & 
each Sunday following worship or you may 

call the office at 525-8753. 

Christian Aid Center 
Volunteer Opportunities 

 Chapel Speakers (6:30 to 7:00 pm) various 
dates available 

 Childcare Helpers (weekdays 9:00 to 11:00 
am, and 1:30 to 3:30 pm) 

 Kitchen Host (morning and evening shifts  
      available) 

 Hair Stylist 

 Registered Nurses 

Contact Jeannette Regalado at 525-7153 ext. 
114.  

 

 
The number of guests who come to 
our Wednesday Free Lunch Ministry 
is growing with each month. We 
need your help and generosity to 
help ensure that we can continue to 
provide a hot meal each week to all 
those who are in need.  

On the 1st.  Sunday of each month 
(September 3rd) the “Cornucopia 
Cart” will be outside the door to the 
church. We invite you to bring “Just 
One Thing” to place in the cart. The 
“one thing” can be any one of the 
 following: 
Chicken broth, diced tomatoes, 
caned white beans, canned black 
beans, Minestrone (or) Chicken 
Noodle soup mix, sliced bread, 
packaged cookies, apple juice.  

These are the basic kitchen staples 
that we need to ensure that each of 
our guests is welcomed each week 
with a hot meal and something to 
drink. It is then our joy to give them a 
warm welcome and a big smile! 

Matthew 25:35  For I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed 
me. 
 Thank you ~ Galen Unruh 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A35&version=ESV
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First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

 
     

    Ministerial Leadership 

    Minister Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
     
 

    2018 Church Officers 

    Moderator  J. R. Van Slyke 
    Past Moderator Mary Wilen 
    Vice Moderator Emily Asmus 
    Clerk  Larry Frank 
    Treasurer  Kim Croft 
    Financial Sec. Bernie Newman 
    Asst. Fin. Sec. Jonathan Webster  
    Head Usher  Sam Kirtley 
    Diaconate       Judy Chacon 
    Christian Ed Dot Willis 
    Trustees  Dana Taggart 
    Mission/Social Concern 
   Heidi McFarley 
    Music  Open 
    . . . and Affirming Open 
 
 

   Staff 
    Office Manager Gayle Kubrock 
    Bookkeeper           Kim Croft 
    Custodian  Irina Kostenko 
    Organist  Jackie Wood 
    Choir Director Julie Jones 
    Webmaster Parke Thomas    
 
     

   Church Office Hours 

    Tues - Fri 
    9 am - 2 pm 
  
 

   Pastoral Assistance 
  Church Office           525-8753 
  Rev. Nathaniel Mahlberg 
     (608) 469-1406 

We celebrate our diversity as an  
expression of God’s Creative love.  We  
welcome persons of all age, race, gender, 
sexual orientation, marital status, and  
physical and mental ability. 

You can read Pastor Nathaniel’ s sermons in 
his online blog at:  

 https:thedandelionwayblog.wordpress.com  
 Or hear them on our website at:   

www.firstchurchuccww.org. 

    
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In order to protect the privacy of our 
members and friends, we do not dis-
play personal information in the web 
version  
  
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations and Abundant 
Blessings in the coming year! 


